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Message of 


Hon'ble Governor of Orissa 


on the occasion of 
the 47th Republic Day Celebrations 1996 


Fellow’ Citizens, 


On the historic occasion of the 47th Republic Day, I extend my warm 
greetings and best wishes to all of you. Fortysix years ago, we became a 
Republic and the people of this nation gave themselves a Constitution inspired 
by Democratic, Secular and Socialist ideals. Today, as we commemorate that 
achievement, let us recall the valour and sacrifice of our freedom fighters, who 
liberated our country from colonial rule and gave us the freedom to carve our 
own destiny. We must also remember the architects and founding father of our 
Republic, who gave us a written Constitution, which has not only stood the test 
of time but has also preserved individual liberty and ensured social justice. 


All of us have the obligation to protect and promote the ideals of liberty, 
equality, democracy and secularism, enshrined in our Constitution. The rich 
diversity of our country's traditions can only be preserved by this unity of 
purpose. We have to surmount fissiparous tendencies like regionalism, linguistic 
chauvinism, casteism, religious fundamentalism and all forms of bigotry. We 
should promote harmony and the spirit of brotherhood at all times. We should 
constantly strive to eradicate poverty and deprivation. We have to remove those 
social practices that derogate from the dignity of the human being. 


On the economic front, the New Economic Policy, ushered in by the Prime 
Minister, Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao, has put us on the road to great 
achievements. It is indeed remarkable that in our country, we have embarked on 
the path of de-regulation, without abandoning our deep commitment to the socio- 
economic ideals of a welfare state. 


To ensure equity and social justice, a realistic policy of reservation for the 
socially and economically backward classes, in education and employment in 
the public domain has been implemented. One-third of the posts in Government 
and public sector undertakings has been reserved for women. Constitutional 
amendments to empower the rural masses, scheduled castes, scheduled tribes 
and women, have been effected in Local Government, in rural and urban areas. 


Orissa, with its abundant natural resources and rich human skills, has 
joined the national mainstream in the effort to improve the standard of living as 


well as the quality of life of our people. My Government has taken the bold 
initiative to waive the interest on agricultural loans, of the principal is repaid. Lift 
irrigation rates have been drastically reduced. Old age pension for landless 
agricultural labourers, above 60 years of age, has been introduced. A 1 7-point 
programme to streamline land administration has been initiated. 


The implementation of poverty alleviation programmes like IRD, JRY, 
PMRY, etc. have been revitalised. Rice at Rs.2.00 per Kg. is being supplied to 
23 lakh rural families in 143 Blocks under the Employment Assurance Scheme. 
Rice and wheat are being provided to all the SC and ST Students in residential 
and non-residential schools. 38.15 lakh Primary Schoolchildren in 41,604 
schools have been covered under the Mid Day Meal Programme. A Labour 


Welfare Fund has been created for the benefit of the one crore eleven lakh 
labourers in the unorganised sector. 


A new project, costing Rs.1040 crores, for develop 
has been taken up with World Bank assistance, to int 
than 2.65 lakh hectares of land. The power sector has 
mega, watts of additional power made available: 
Talcher Super Thermal and Ib Thermal Projects. 


ment of water resources, 
ensify irrigation in more 
been reorganised and 710 
from new projects like the 


The inauguration of the 164 Kms. Rayagada—Koraput Rail link by the 
Prime Minister on 30th December, 1995 is another example of the Government's 
commitment to rapidly upgrade the economic infrastructure for transport and 
communication in the State, particularly in the tribal regions. The laying of the 
foundation of the TISCO Steel Plant at Gopalpur by him was also the auspicious 
beginning of an ambitious plan for the industrialisation of the State: 


The future of Orissa is very bright, if all of us work with dedication and 
mutual goodwill, 


"8 The challenge of ensuring social and economic justice for our 
People is indeed an inspiring task in which all of us can come together forgetting 
Delly differences and selfish ends. On this momentous day, I urge all of you to 
Bey fo make our vision of a prosperous, fair and free society, a reality 
re Pei st ons and traditions that sustain national 
‘ ice, as well as communal peace and 
ders of the world in the 21st century, if we 
on 10 achieve these ideals enshrined in our 
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Message of 
Chief Minister 


on the occasion of the 47th Republic Day 


On the auspicious occasion of the 47th Republic Day, I extend my heartiest 
Sreetings and felicitations to brothers and sisters of Orissa. 


46 years back we gave unto ourselves the Constitution of India proclaiming the 
country as a Sovereign, Democratic, “Secular Republic and declared our commitment 
for economic and social upliftment of all sections of society. We bow down in 
reverence to those who played a significant role in compiling and implementing the 
Constitution of India. Our effort to mete out social and economic justice and 
maintain the secular credential of the country to translate the ideals enshrined in the 
Constitution into action. still continues. Our efforts to further these for social and 
economic development of the neglected and deprived would go on. 


Unity in diversity is the quintessence of Indian culture. Despite different 
languages and religions, the people with their diverse ways of life and behavioural 
pattern have retained the essential features of the Indian tradition all through. 
Inspite of the differences we vow, on this sacred day to strengthen the unity and 
integrity of India and lead her to prosperity. 


Last year, the people of Orissa brought about a change in the Government with 
lot of hopes and aspirations. A revolutionary scheme has been prepared to ensure the 
economic and social progress of the state during the ensuing five years and the State 
Government has embarked on programmes to implement this. I hope that we will 
achieve more success in the coming five years than what we achieved so far after 
independence. 

Orissa is considered to be one of the poorest states in India even today despite 
bountiful natural resources. We have to change the situation and make Orissa one of 
the most prosperous states. Therefore the programmes which have been embarked 
upon to combat hunger, poverty and unemployment would be fully implemented 
with active involvement and participation of the people. 

I had announced before that revolutionary changes are to be brought about in 
different sectors like industry, agriculture and tourism to provide work to 20 lakh 
unemployed youth. Liberalisation of economy enunciated by the Prime Minister has 
paved the way for large scale investment in the industrial sector in the state. Large 
industries in Steel, Almunium and Cement sectors would come up and ambitious 
programmes to generate ten thousand MW of energy in the State has been 
formulated. Many entrepreneurs have exhibited interest and enthusiasm in this 
regard. Thousands of unemployed youth would get employment directly and 
indirectly by these industries and there would be enormous scope for employment in 
agriculture and tourism sector. 


Uv 


We have decided to give equal status to agriculture as industry to encourage new 
agricultural schemes. Through Minor Irrigation, Medium Irrigation and Lift 
Irrigation, Water harvesting structures and renovation of village tanks, irrigation 
facility would be extended to 50 per cent of the agricultural land in Orissa. Agriculture 
would become profitable with improved seed and fertilizer and modern agricultural 
techniques. Programmes are afoot to set up agro-based industries at different places so 
as to give the farmer an appropriate price for his produce. 


Mid-day meal scheme has started to provide nutritious food to children studying 
in the primary schools. This has helped greatly to increase attendance and has already 
provided jobs to about one lakh persons as cooks and helpers. A scheme to provide 
rice at Rs.2 a Kilo in tribal areas has already started and free feeding centres for the 
old, destitute and poor have been opened in Kalahandi, Koraput and Bolangir 
districts. Likewise, financial assistance of Rs.1,000 to destitute women is being given 
and a target has been fixed to cover all eligible persons under old-age pension, widow 
pension and disable pension during this year. 


It has been decided to build pucca roads in the rural areas so as to connect each 
village with panchayat and each panchayat with the block headquarters by 
all-weather roads. This would ease out the problems of communication in rural areas 
of the State during the coming five years. One lakh houses will be built during this 
year under Indira Awas Yojana to provide shelter to all Adivasis and Harijans. 


On the whole, the State Government is committed to convert Orissa to one of 
the most prosperous States by bringing about unprecedented development in 
Education, Health, Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Drinking Water Supply, 
Irrigation, Village and Cottage Industries etc. 


ae I call upon my brothers and sisters of Orissa to extend their cooperation and be 
ermined to implement these programmes to usher in a bright future. 


BANDE UTKAL JANANI 
JAI HIND 


Message of 

Shri Netrananda Mallick, 
Minister of State, Information & Public Relations 
on the occasion of 


This is a very significant day for all of us. On this auspicious day I 
extend my warm felicitations to the people of my State. In the meanwhile, 
we have already observed the 46th Republic Day and now we are going to 
celebrate the 47th Republic Day. I offer my humble respect to Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar, the founder-father of the Constitution. Other illustrious sons 
such as Shri Gopal Swami Ayangar, A. Krishnaswamy Ayer, K. M. Munshi, 
Sayed Muhammad Suadulla, N. Mahadev Rao and D. P. Khaitan who made 
significant contributions in JSraming the draft Constitution under the 
chairmanship of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar deserve all our respects. Our 
Constitution came into force on 26th January 1950 and since then 


Mother India emerged as a Sovereign, Democratic, Secular and Republic 
State. 


We have already completed 48 years of Independence. The process of 
development in the State has been expedited. But today we are facing an 
unprecedented socio-economic revolution. We have put special stress on 
ensuring social justice. 27 per cent reservation has been effected keeping 
in view of the welfare of the Other Backward Classes. Besides, a new 
thrust has been given for Women Welfare and one-third posts have been 
kept reserved for them. Special measures have also been taken for the 
uplift of S. C. and S. T. people. Interest on agricultural loan has been 
Waived and irrigation facilities have been extended at 50 per cent 
subsidised rate. Besides, Old Age Pension at the rate of Rs. 150 per month 
has been introduced for the landless agricultural labourers who are more 
than 60 years old. Under poverty amelioration scheme, 331-07 lakh man- 
days have been generated. A definite programme has been augmented to 
provide one lakh residential houses under Indira Awas Yojana. Under Self 
Employment Scheme 8206 Women have been benefited. Likewise 
25,234 individuals have also been benefited under the Integrated Rural 
Development Scheme. 4,433 people have been given training under the 
TRYSEM Scheme while 1,094 people have been rehabilitated. 


We have introduced a novel scheme 'Freedom Jrom Hunger’. Under 
this scheme rice is being provided at the rate of Rs. 2 a Kilo to 143 tribal 
and drought-prone Blocks. Besides, Jree food is being provided to old 
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and disabled persons in~10 Blocks of Koraput, Mallkangiri, Rayagada, 
Kalahandi and Nuapada districts. 


We have formulated a new programme Mid-Day Meal Scheme to 
increase the attendance in Primary Schools. By this programme 38-15 
lakh primary school students have been benefited. A Labour Welfare Fund 
has been created for the Welfare of 1,11,00,000 unorganised workers of 
the state. The Water Resources Development Programme has been 
undertaken at the expense of Rs. 1040 crore under World Bank 
assistance. We are expecting definite results by the end of 2002 A. D. 
Similarly, government have approved of newer projects for generation of 
power, better health and rapid industrialization. 


Let us take a firm pledge on this auspicious day to put the country on 
the path of progress and prosperity. 


BANDE UTKAL JANANI 


74 loving centenary tribute to Subhas, the proud son of Oxcsea 


Subhas, nicknamed as Raja and later known as Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was born at Cuttack 
in Orissa and spent his formative sixteen years in the-then Cuttack town amidst a multiracial populace that 


moulded the flowering of his personality. To remember Netaji today is to venerate feelings of patriotism and 
Indian nationalism. 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was the ninth among the fourteen children born to Sri Janakinath Bose and 
Smt. Probhavati Devi. Subhas ( the sweet-tongued) was born on 11th Magha,, 23rd January, 1897 between 12 
noon and 1 PM. at the Oriya Bazar-Cuttack residence of his father Sri Janakinath Bose. Sri Janakinath Bose who 
descended from Mahi Nagar, 24 Praganas had migrated to Cuttack after completion of his graduation in Law from 
Calcutta University and had been working as a lawyer ( as an expert of land reform act) since 1885, the year of the 
establishment of the National Congress. His wife Probhavati Devi belonged to the Dutta family of Hatkhola, 
Calcutta. Sri Janakinath Bose became the Chairman of Cuttack Municipality in 1901 and later a Government 
Pleader and Public Prosecutor. In 1912, he became a Member of the Bengal Legislative Council and was awarded 
the title, " Roy Bahadur" which he relinquished in 1917 on account of serious differences with the-then District 
Magistrate. Subhas was preceded by 5 elder brothers and 3 elder sisters. His brothers were Satish, Sarat, Suresh, 
Sudhir and Sunil. His two younger brothers were Sailesh and Santosh. 


At the age of seven, Subhas was admitted to Baptist Mission School at Cuttack and in January, 1909, he 
was admitted to Ravenshaw Collegiate School in Class-IV ( Class-| being the highest Class then in the School). He 
Stood second in the eastern region in his High School Examination. His college career started in Calcutta when he 
was admittd to the Presidency College in 1913. He had to leave the Presidency College under compulsion in 1916. 
However, he resumed his studies in Scottish Church, Calcuta wherefrom he graduated with first Class in Philsophy 
in 1919 and was sent to England for higher studies. He took the Indian Civil Service Competitive Examination in 
1920 and stood 4th in order of merit. He did not complete the period of probation and left the prestigious service 
in the first quarter of 1921. Subhas came back to India and reached Bombay on 16th July, 1921. He met young 
Gandhi first who advised him to contact Desabandhu Chittaranjan Das who later became the political mentor of 
Subhas till his death in 1925. When Shri C.R. Das was the Mayor of Calcutta,Subhas served the Corporation as its 
Chief Executive Officer and later became the Mayor of Calcutta Corporation for a short spell. There was a move- 
ment in Calcutta to boycott the visit of Prince of Wales in 1921 and the movement was led by Subhas. He was kept 
behind the bar for three more years without trial and was released in 1927 on medical ground. These events in 
quick succession spurred up nationalistic fervour in Subhas to operate in a wider political field. He became the 
President of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and championed the Trade Union Movement. He joined 
hands with Jawharlal Nehru and strongly opposed the issue of dominion status of India favoured by Motilal Nehru 
Committee. He strongly voiced in favour of complete independence of India (Purna Swaraj) and not mere domin- 
ion status, and insisted on the formation of India Leaggue. In 1928, he was the GOC Congress volunteer and 
greeted the decision of ‘Purna Swaraj' passed in Lahore Congress Resolution in 1927. The Salt Satyagraha 
‘started in 1930 and Subhas was arrested again and was released in March,1931. He was getting disenchanted 
with the Gandhian strategy and publicly criticised the Gandhi-Irwin pact. He was arrested again for the third time in 
1932 and was released on his health ground. The colonial Government whisked him away from India whereupon 
Subhas was in Europe for a period of two years. In 1936, he came back from Europe but the British Government 
took no time to arrest him and remanded him to prison for a year. He was elected as the president in the Haripura 
Session of National Congress in 1938 and was re-elected in Tripura Congress Session in 1939 also. On account 
of differences with foreranking national leaders, he resigned from the Presidentship in April, 1939. Subhas gradu- 
ally emerged as a great statesman and could predict world events. He predicted that the world war would break out 
within six months and in fact, the second world war broke out in September, 1939. When Gandhi was pursuing a 
liberal policy not to hackle the British power during the period of war, Subhas, the militant patriot considered it an 
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opportune moment and convened an anti-compromise Conference at Ramgad in Bihar in March, 1940 with the 
help of the Kissan Sabha and the Forward Block. With massive support of the people, he displayed his antl- 
compromise stance on 6th April, 1939 and demanded the establishment of a Provincial National Government in 
India. Soon after the Nagpur Session, Subhas was again arrested in July and was remanded to Jail till December, 
1940. The restless soul of Subhas was in deep anguish. He had no other way left except mobilising international 
powers to help Iridia at such national crisis. Despite top security, he left India on 26th January, 1941. He started his 
regular broad-casting from the Radio Berlin from January, 1942. One and half years after, he dramatically ap- 
peared in Singapore on 2nd July, 1943 undertaking a secret six-month submarine journey from Europe and was 
greeted there by the India's Prisoners of war and the public. Two days after on 4th July, he took over leadership of 
India, independence movement in East-Asia from Shri RashBehari Bose and formed the Azad Hind Fouz (Indian 
National Army) and became its Supreme Commander on 25th August, 1943. He proclaimed the Provincial Gov- 
ernment of Azad Hind on 21st October, 1943 and on that very day he assumed the historic title ' Netaji’ already 
conferred on him as ‘Deputy Fuhrer of India’ by Hitler during 1941-42. He liberated Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
in November, 1943 and re-named them as Sahid and Swaraj respectively. The INA Headquarters was shifted to 
Rangoon in January, 1944 and with a well-trimmed army (both Azad Hind Fouz & Japaneese allies) Netaji 
stepped on the Indian soil on the Burma border on 18th March, 1944 with a rejuvenated cry ' Chalo Delhi, Delhi 
Chalo’. Hardly within seventy days Netaji could occupy 24000 sq.kms. of Indian territory and could hoist the Tri- 
colour Flag of Independent India at Imphala. Kohima was next to surrender. The clarion call for India's indepen- 
dence was heard through out India. Fervent appeals to the Father of the Nation from Azad Hind Radio remained 
unanswered. The ineffectual nationalist had to fall a prey to the cruel & conspiring Providence. There came the 
command, painfully articulated to surrender. A year and three months after it was reported that Netaji was killed in 
an air-crash while flying over Taipeh on 18th August, 1945. The sad end of Netaji is still shrouded in mystery and 
has not yet been authenticated. This in brief is the inadequate account of the dynamic and extraordinary career of 
Netaji, the son of Orissa which, when reconstructed in the proper perspective, would run in volumes. Orissa 
coloured his cradle fancy and provided him the real fire for an epic conflagration. 


Shri Benimadhab Das, Head Master of Ravenshaw Collegiate School was first to catch the flowering 
imagination of Subhas and transferred to him, his idealism, charisma and fragrance of life. Sri Nilakanth Rath, his 
Sanskrit Teacher awakened in Subhas love for Sanskrit and made him aware of the rich heritage of India. The 
rivers Kathajodi and Mahanadi contrived loving resorts for Subhas wherein he dreamt of a spiritual Mother-India. 
The suffering populace of Orissa as against the superfluities of his parental home at Cuttack oppressed him 
heavily. It is worthnoting how Subhas at the age of thirteen in 1910 led ateam of volunteers to a cholera- affected 
village near Jajpur to give succour to the worst victims. 


His association with Pandit Gopabandhu was amply rewarding. It had a tremendous impact on him as 
eed from his letters written in Mandalay Jail to Utkalmani Gopabandhu was his dear mentor. He learnt from 
i fadvateies of his home town Cuttack the spirit of universal brotherhood. He had both Muslim and Hindu 
Neawines Baten, is interesting to note that in later life some of his trusted lleutnants in the INA were Muslims, i.e. 
already pa oS Habibur Rahaman etc. By the time he left Orissa for his higher studies in Calcutta he was 
definite desire ‘i his future plan of action. To quote his own words, " When | left School, | had made certain 
Of spiritual delsroiaun et ! was not going to follow the beaten track, come what may. | was going to lead a life 
Wer ca. stan cingian ee ment of humanity............. This was the outlook with which | faced the new chapter in my 
recallin et lage career, | felt convinced that life has a meaning and purpose". While 

PU Bin Ge admaster on him, Subhas faithfully records. “| had no experience how 0 

He learnt how to inculcate love Habk to Benimadhabji was not a mere visit. It was really a worship on my part : 
the Kathajodi and Mahanadi fe ag fellow-beings and for nature in particular. He used to sit on the river-side © 
disclosed to one of his trusted Hans girdling Cuttack town, for hours, as if, in deep meditation which he late! 
‘ends, Dillip Roy. Subhas used to spend hours sitting on the stony, ringed bank of 


the river Kathajodi hardly two kms. away from his Odiya Bazar reside ce and cle 


re bi 


“Because | happen to know having passed my childhood days in Cuttack........ the tides recede only to 
surge back again, especially in the rains,, with mounting force. Day after day | would watch on in curiosity. They 
strike the solid banks for something of flood-tide but it seems, only to troop away shame-faced, defeated. After a 
time they appear again and hurtle with a stronger impetus. This play of rising and subsiding is repeated, the 
assaulting continues, and the banks, their enemies, get weaker and weaker, imperceptibly--till the fateful day when 
chunks of them fall plop into the swirling, eddying tides and the battle is won". 

An excerpt of this letter of Subhas quoted above clearly reveals his perceptions and his vision as he would 
chisel himself for the future. Images of struggle, battle, failure and victory are quite suggestive. When the India 
National Army suffered a serious set back in 1945, he burst out, " No set-back and no defeat can undo your positive 
achievements of the past". 

Moments of bewilderness and beguilement have never made Subhas timid, rather have made him richer. 
As a loner he went out in quest of a guru and came back disappointed, he recorded : 


"| returned home a wiser man having lost much of my admiration for ascetics and anchorites". Few years 
after, while in jail, he sent a letter of felicitation to Utkalmani Gopabandhu. "| cann't tell you how delighted | have 
been to receive your blessings as well as your message of hope & strength" ( Letter from Mandalay Jail on 
December 26, 1925) and in 7th April, 1926 Subhas requested Gopabandhu to ' please let me know if there are any 
books dealing with lives of Oriya saints and Sadhus and their method of Sadhana’. Subhas sent his moving 
condolences on hearing the sad demise of Gopabandhu. 


His love for Orissa was almost a passion with him and Oriya men & women had reposed their faith and 
confidence in him too. Many Oriya youngmen volunteered to join the INA and some of them are still living in Puri, 
Nayagarh and Ganjam districts who used to get their pension in the past. 


It is a matter of pride to mention here that Damoder Brahman, an Oriya hotel keeper at Lashio allowed his 
three daughters Rajani, Kanti and Urmila to join the Rani Jhansi Regiment of INA in 1943. Some of the brave Oriya 
sons also need a mention here. Maj. B. Patnaik was the Commandant of the Welfare Department of the INA and Sri 
K.C. Tripathy was the recruiting Officer of INA at Rangoon. 


With the commencement of the birth Centenary Celebration of Netaji Subhas Bose, we feel nostalgic and 
honoured and we lovingly cherish the memory of young Subhas who was born here and who dreamt of emancipa- 
tion of Mother India even in his teens. The gigantic strides which he took in later life had their twilight glow in the 
distant Cuttack town, now the proud silver city of Orissa. 


Govt. of Orissa have drawn up elaborate plans to observe the Birth Centenary Year of Netaji in befitting 
manner. A State level Committee headed by Hon'ble Governor of Orissa, Shri Gopala Ramanujam as its President, 
Hon'ble Chief Minister Sri J.B. Patnaik as its Working President with Shri A.K.Tripathy, Commissioner cum Sercretry, 
| & PR. Deptt. as the Secretary have been constituted for the purpose. Hon'ble Chief Minister has made an 
announcement in a colourful assemblage during the State level Jayanti celebration of Subhas Bose on January 
23rd that the Central Committee and Gov't of India have approved of the proposals sent to them by the State wing. 
They are: 

i) The house in Oriya Bazar, Cuttack where Subhas was born is to be equipped with memoirs of 

Netaji and be converted to a National Museum. 


ii) Ravenshaw Collegiate School where Netaji studied for four years is to be modernised and 
declared as an Ideal National School. 
iii) A National School of Adventurism is to be set up in Orissa as a tribute to Netaji. 
These announcements brought loud cheers from the enthusiasts and the public alike. 
While releasing this Special Netaji Issue of Orissa Review during the celebration of the Republic Day, we 
are certainly reminiscent of the heroic sacrifice of our elder statesmen and freedom fighters and we stand commit- 
ted to honour their martyrdom by translating into action their dreams and aspirations. 
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Siihas Chandra Bose, popularly known as 
Netaji whose name always produced the stirrings of 
patriotism in the minds of our people was an 
outstanding nationalist leader of the Indian 
National Movement. He was the left wing leader of 
the Indian National Congress and was a nationalist 
of high order. His fiery patriotism, supreme 
courage and gifted organisational abilities inspired 
the people of India for freedom struggle in an 
unprecedented manner. Michael Edwards in his 
‘The Last Years of British India’ and 'Only one 
outstanding personality took a different and violent 
path, and, in a sense, India owes more to him 
(Subhas) than to any other man—even though he 
" seemed to be a failure. 'Netaji did not have faith in 
the prayer and petition technique for the freedom 
struggle. He had strong confidence in the adoption 
of violent methodology to achieve the goal of 
India's independence. 


One hundred years ago on 23rd January, 1897 
at Cuttack in Orissa Subhas Chandra Bose was 
born. His father. Janakinath Bose was a renowned 
lawyer of that time. Subhas passed his 
matriculation examination in 1913 and _ stood 
second jn the whole of the province. He passed his 
B.A. in first division from Calcutta University and 
thereafter went to England to compete for the 
Indian Civil Service (ICS) examination: He got 
selected in the ICS examination and secured the 
fourth position. But, being an’ intense patriot, 
Subhas rejected the attraction of the Government 


January, 1996 


Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose—f Tribute 


Benudhar Patra 


service and jumped into the mainstream of the 
Indian freedom struggle which at that time was in 
the right direction. He took an active part in the 
Non-cooperation Movement, launched by 
Mahatma Gandhi in.1920. He organised the 
boycott on the day of the coming of the Prince of 
Wales to Calcutta. 


Subhas had no desire to waste his life as a 
bureaucrat in the service of the imperialistic 
British government. He took the ICS examination 
only to prove that the Indians in no way less 
capable than the Britishers. This reflects the 
strong patriotic feeling of Subhas Bose. Subhas 
Bose started his political career as an ardent 
follower of Desabandhu Chittaranjan Das. In his 
political thinking like Bal Gangadhar Tilak, he 
was an extremist. He was appointed as the 
Principal of the National College at Calcutta and 
subsequently was appointed as the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corporation 
when C. R. Das was its Mayor. During his tenure 
as the Chief Executive Officer, Subhas was so 
popular that the British government became 
afraid of him. It regarded him as a danger of its 
rule and arrested him on a false charge. Subhas 
was given <cvere punishment and deported to 
Mandalaya, and was later released on the ground 
of ill health. After recovering his health, Bose 
again started taking an active part in the freedom 
struggle of India. 
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In 1938 he functioned as the President of the 
annual session of the Indian National Congress at 
Haripura. The next year he was again elected as 
the President of the Tripura session of the Indian 
National Congress, defeating his rival Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya, a nominee of Gandhiji by 1580 
votes against 1377, and inspite of the Opposition 
by elderly leaders of the Congress. This shows the 
magnanimous personality and dynamic leadership 
quality of Subhas Bose. Gandhiji declared that 
Sitaramayya's defeat was 'more mine than his 
(Sitaramayya)'. However, Subhas Bose could not 
pull on with the elderly leaders of the Congress. 
He fundamentally differed with Mahatma Gandhi 
and particularly opposed his policy of 
non-violence. Further, Bose also came to believe 
that Gandhiji's non-violent movement might not 
bring independence to the Indians. So he 
resigned from the Congress Presidentship and 
formed a new party within the Congress called 
‘Forward Bloc’ for a more vigorous national 
struggle against the British Government, 


The British Govemment im: 
2nd July, 1940 under ‘sect; 
Defence of India Rules’, When 


Prisoned him on 


individual must die, so th 


eS PEI 9 vol 


January, 1996 


In Germany, Bose worked to raise an Indian 
legion. He was hailed by the Indian community as 
Netaji and was greeted with the slogan Jai Hind. 
From Berlin Radio he regularly broadcasted to 
India urging his countrymen to raise against the 
British. But when he heard about the 
phenomenal success of the Japanese against the 
British suddenly stopped further activities in 
Germany. He instinctively felt that Far East would 
be a more suitable ground for his grand scheme 
of raising a National Amny to free India from the 


British yoke. Soon came the Opportunity he was 
eagerly looking forward to. i 


Rash Behari Bose in 


A Council of Action was 
hari Bose as its President. 


He devoteq himself to the Organisation of the 


Indian Inde 
Pendence 
sound foundation. ae 


Vital 
YO. He Teached Tokyo on 13th 
: © met Japan's premier 
and ‘enable ae Promised to help the ILN.A- 


© achieve full independence in 
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the true sense of the term’. He then went to 
Singapore, where he was welcomed with 
tumultuous enthusiasm by an immense surging 
crowd ‘who 
instinctively felt 
that at last the 
Man of Destiny 
had come to lead 
them on as 
victors to liberate 
their own mother 
land’. Rash 
Behari Bose on 
4th July handed 
over the leader- 
ship ‘of the Indian 
Indepedence 
Movement in the 
East Asia to 
Subhas Bose and 
the latter took 
over the 
Presidentship of the Indian Independence League 
and supreme command of the INA in the 
Presence of thousands of the Indians. As in 
Germany Subhas Bose was hailed as Netaji (the 
supreme leader), and henceforth he was always 
referred to by this honorific title. Assuming the 
supreme command of the Indian National Army, 
Netaji gave his clarion call that, ‘We have a grim 
fight ahead of us, for, the enemy is powerful, 
unscrupulous and ruthless. In this final march to 
freedom you will have to face hunger, privation, 
forced marches and death. Only when you pass 
this test will freedom be yours’. Then he gave the 
INA the rousing war cries of "Chalo Delhi" (March 
on to Delhi) and "Total Mobilisation". 


Immediately thereafter through a 
comprehensive plan he thoroughly reorganised 
the INA. Training camps were openedfor men as 
well as women. After about six months of intense 
training the recruits were absorbed into the INA. 
Apart from the physical training the soldiers were 
also to be imparted mental training to arouse 
their national spirit and love for the motherland. 
They were to imbibe into their lives the three 
jewels of the IIL, namely unity, faith and sacrifice. 

+‘Phe soldiers were placed under three commands 


£, 


Here at CUTTACK was born the National Hero, 
Subhas Chandra on 23rd January, 1897. . 


named after Gandhiji, Azad and Nehru. Besides, 
he also organised a women regiment called the 
Rani Jhansi regiment. 


Having made a 
good start Netaji 
inaugurated the 
provisional 
Government of 
Free India at the 
Cathay Hall in 
Singapore on 
October 2 
1943. On _ this 
solemn occasion, 
he took an oath 
of allegiance. 


"In the name 
of God, I take 
the sacred oath 
that to liberate 
India and the thirtyeight crores of my 
countrymen, I, Subhas Chandra Bose, will 
continue this sacred war of freedom till the 
last breath of my life. I shall always-remain, 
a servant of India. Even after..winning 
freedom, I will always be prepared“to-shed 
my blood for the preservation of India's 
freedom." 


The Provisional Govemment of Free India then: 
declared war on Great Britain and the United 
States and was soon recognised by the Axis 
powers and their satellites. Netaji on 6th July 
1944, in a broadcast on Azad Hind Radio 
addressing to Mahatma Gandhi said : “India's last 
war of independence has begun...Father of Our 
Nation ! In this holy war of India's liberation, we 
ask for your blessing and good wishes." This 
testifies to the generosity and selfless quality of 
Netaji because inspite of all his conflicts with 
Gandhiji for the sake of India's independence he 
needed the blessing of Gandhiji. 


Netaji with the INA forces marched towards 
India with the heart thrilling slogan ‘Jai Hind! and 
‘Delhi Chalo’. The provisional Government of 
Azad Hind acquired its first stretch of territory on 
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~ Japanese premier 


6th November, 
1943 when the 


Tojo handed over 
the Andaman and 
Nicober Islands to 
it. Netaji to 


enhance the 
patriotic feeling 
among © the 


soldiers renamed 
them as ‘Shahid! 
and ‘Swaraj'  is- 
lands respectively. 


The INA FATHER JANAKINATH 
soldiers fought valiantly alongwith the Japanese 
forces. Netaji declared, "Any liberation of India 
secured through the Japanese sacrifices is worse 
than slavery. Our independence must be won by 


Our own blood." This shows the courage and strong. 


determination of Netaji for the liberation of the 
Motherland. The brave soldiers of the INA were 
ready to sacrifice their lives for the honour of their 
motherland, In May 1944 they captured Kohima in 
the Naga Hills and hoisted the Tricolour flag of 


Independence on the Indian soil, Netaji had given 
his call to the Indians that, 


Give you the freedom, It 
would also fal) ; 


1 1944, it became 


off and, thus the 
a , great 
India with th Hope of 


Subsequently the 
dropping of atom 
bombs by the 
United States on 
the two cities of 
Japan respective- 
ly Hirosima and 
Nagasaki — com- 
pelled Japan and 
Germany to 
surrender. With 
this debacle all 
hopes of Netaji 
shattered to the 
ground. Notwith- 
standing he 


~. 


MOTHER PRABHABATI DEVI 


attainment. 


Orissa is proud of being the birth place of this 
pioneer soldier of the Indian Freedom Movement. 
Though Netaji is no more his daring spirit and 
incomparable sacrifice is stil] leading us on the 
path for a better tomorrow. Netaji, indeed, was 
the hero of the Indian National struggle. At last 
we may conclude Netaji with Prof. R. C. 
Majumdar that, 'the members of the INA did not 
die or suffer in vain, and their leader, Netaji 


Subhas Bose, has secured a place of honour in 


the history of India's struggle for freedom." 


P.G. Department of History, 
Berhampur University, 
Berhampur—760 007. 
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The Psycho-Socio- 
Political background 
of Netaji 


Prof. Jagannath Mohanty 


Uno do not be depressed at our 
temporary failure. Be of good cheer and keep up 
your spirits. Above all, never for a moment falter 
in your faith in India's destiny. There is no power 
on earth that can keep India enslaved. India shall 
be free and before long, Jai Hind". 


. This is an excerpt from the prophetic and 
inspiring message of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
delivered to the Indians, particularly youths of the 
country. It is probably his last message dated 
August 16, 1945 when Japan had to surrender 
and the World War II came to an end. Only a 
week later, on August 22, 1945 Tokyo Radio 
announced the death of Netaji in an air crash in 
Formosa on August 18, 1945 en route to Japan. 


It was really a proud privilege on our part to 
note that this great immortal martyr was born at 
Cuttack in the’ home of Janakinath and 
Prabhabati Bose on the 23rd January, 1897. He 
was brought up here and completed his school 
education in the Ravenshaw Collegiate School. 
His father Janakinath became the Chairman of 
the Cuttack Municipality and Government pleader 
and Public Prosecutor. But he was very much 
independent minded and as such resigned from 
the Government posts due to some differences 


‘with the District Magistrate. 


Janakinath was a member of the Bengal 
Legislative Council and given the title of Rai 
Bahadur..But he gave up the title of Rai Bahadur 
asa protest against the repressive policy of the 
Government. He however engaged himself in 
educational and social institutions in Cuttack and 
his charities extended {0 all spheres, important of 
them being the help, to poor students. Although 
he did not actively participate in politics, he was a 
regular visitor to the annual sessions of the Indian 
National Congress. After the launching of the 
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Non-Cooperation Movement throughout India 
under Mahatma Gandhi's leadership in 1921, he 
was interested in the constructive activities of the 
Congress such as Khadi and national education. 
Both he and his wife were deeply religious 
minded and had compassion for the 
down-trodden. 


Subhas was brought up in a well-to-do big 
family and grew up in a congenial environment of 
Cuttack town. Greed and selfishness however did 
not touch him and he was above the snobbery 
and pampering of a rich luxurious home 
atomosphere. His parents believed in simplicity 
and religiousness in the upbringing ‘of their 
children. They were also very strong minded with 
practical common sense. From the school life 


Subhas became conscious of poverty, disparities, 
discriminations and discretions prevalent in the 
society. The high idealism, human values and 
sense of commitment of teachers like the 
Headmaster Beni Madhab Das impressed him. 
He was not participating in sports and games and 
was leading the life of an introvert. 
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Subhas was however experiencing serious 
internal conflicts and tension from the childhood. 
He was worried about the goal of his life and his 
unquestioning obedience to parents was geiting 
turned to defiance. He used to take less interest in 
studies and spend hours in group discussions with 
friends. The writings and speeches of Swami 
Vivekananda had great influence on his. mental 
make-up. When he was only 15, he underwent a 
spiritual revolution which was about to tum 
everything upside down. He was then attracted 
towards Rama Krushna Paramahamsa and 
imbibed great inspiration from his books and 
talks. He leamt from them the service of 
humanity including the service of the motherland 
and renunciation of lust and luxury of the world. 


Subhas’ internal conflict subsided and a new 
light influenced his soul for achieving salvation 
and serving humanity by giving up worldly 
desires. As the parents tried to restrain him, he 
became more rebellious. He with his like-minded 
friends practised Yogic exercises and interacted 
with sadhus who used to visit Cuttack. He took 
part in rural reconstruction work as politics was a 
taboo in his family. He was thus away from active 
politics and his interest was limited to cutting the 
pictures of revolutionaries and displaying them on 
the walls of his study room. 


During his school days Subhas was exposed to 
a cosmopolitan atmosphere where he had his 
friendship with children “from different 
communities. Oriya Bazar where he was living 
“was largely inhabited by Muslims who took his 
father Janakinath as a patriarch. He had Muslim 
teachers and class-mates in the same locality 
where various religious festivals were celebrated 
jointly. “He started developing a very positive 
attitude towards Muslims. 


Subhas was inspired by the teachings of 
Vivekananda who said that revolt was necessary 
for self-fulflment. He was convinced _ that 
disobedience to parents' instruction might be 
necessary for spiritual development and 
revolutionary activities. In 1913 he appeared at 
the Matriculation Examination and st 
in the whole Calcutta Universi 


ty which had 
jurisdiction over Orissa and Bihar, 
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have separate entities. His parents were happy 
with the unexpected results, but decided to send 
him off to Calcutta. 


Subhas had his college education at Calcutta 
and came across neo-Vivekanand group of 
friends. Shri Aurobindo Ghose was the most 
popular leader in Bengal despite his voluntary 
exile in the French settlement of Pondichery since 
1909. Subhas was- a regular reader of 
Aurobindo's journal "Arya" and was influenced by 
his philosophy and yogic paractices. Shri 
Aurobindo told "I should like to see some of 
you becoming great; great not for your 
own sake, but to make India great, so that 
she may stand up with head erect amongst 
the free nations of the world. Those of you 
who are poor and obscure—I should like to 
see their poverty and obscrurity devoted to 
the service of the motherland, work that 
she might Prosper, suffer that she might 
rejoice". Subhas was moved by these feelings. 

At college Subhas neglected his studies and 
was not taking any interest in politics. He was 
however begging money and foodstuffs every 
Sunday and distributing among poor people. He 
was taking part -in religious and social activities. 
He joined the students volunteers and engaged 
himself in, community _ services, Organising 
debates, collecting funds for flood and famine 
relief. He started representing to authorities to 
ventilate students’ grievances and going out on 
excursions and picnics with fellow friends. Thus 
he gradually got rid of his shyness. 


During vacations he used to come to Cuttack 
and spend his time with Parents and friends. He 
once joined an expedition to a cholera-affected 
place some kilometers away for nursing the 
diseased and ailing people. But they did not take 
any precautions themselves against the highly 
infectious disease. Subhas's parents became 
Panicky when they came to know about thé 
nature of work after a long search. On his retu™ 
from Cuttack, he went on pilgrimage to different 
laces like Gaya, Varanasi, Mathura, Brindaba” 
Hardwar, Rishikesh and so on in search 0 
Suitable Guru. But he could not be successtu! s 
his spiritual ° adventure and _retumne 
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disappointedly. A few days later he suffered from 
typhoid as a result of this adventure and the World 
War I broke out. 


Subhas was seriously thinking of the nation's 
freedom and his own salvation. Lastly he came to 
the solution that national reconstruction was the 
means of achieving Independence and he engaged 
himself in various kinds of work like social reforms, 
relief, rural reconstruction etc. He was also pained 
at the rude behaviour and arrogance of the 
Britishers in Calcutta and other places. He read 
many instances from the dailies and was involved 
himself in such incidents. Since he was very 
sensitive by temperament from his childhood, he 
felt that when Indians were taking the law into their 
Own hands, the effect was instantaneous and 
"Englishmen understood and respected physical 
force and nothing else. And this provided the 
Psychological basis for the terrorist revolutionary 
movement in Bengal "as concluded by Ayer in his 
Introduction to the Selected Speeches of Subhas 
Chandra Bose (1974, p.l). It is also aptly observed, 
"while these unpleasant experiences roused 
Subhas’ political consciousness, it was World War I 
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that convinced him that a nation which did not 
Possess military strength could not hope to 
preserve its Independence." (ibid). 


Amid all these mental turmoils Subhas passed 
Intermediate Examination with merit in 1915 and 
read philosophy with Honours for his B.A, 
degree. But a British Professor named E.F. Oaten 
manhandled some classmates of Subhas who as 
the class representative took the case to the 
Principal, but failed to get justice. A general strike 
of all students followed and the Principal fined 
every student absented from the class. Mr, Oaten. 
was however forced to make an amicable 
settlement with students. Only a few months later 
Mr. Oaten was assaulted by a Group of students 
and the college was closed sine die. Subhas was 
found "the most troublesome man" and was 
expelled from the college. Although his 
educational career was shattered, he had "the 
supreme satisfaction of having sacrificed himself 
for a noble cause". He had thus a foretaste of 
leadership and martyrdom although in a small 
measure, but as a great precursor of the historic 
events that followed in his life. When he took a 
fateful decision of refusing the most prestigious 
and lucrative post of ICS, he wrote inter alia to 
his elder brother from England. "The illustrious 
example of Aurobindo Ghose looms large before 
my vision. I feel that | am ready to make the 
sacrifice which that example demands of me", 
Thus Subhas was poised for making supreme 
sacrifice of his life for the achievement of Indian's 
Independence. 


2935, Gouri Nagar, 
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Subhas —The 
Volcanic personality 


Satyanarayan Mohapatra 


Weta Subhas Chandra Bose was in the true 
sense like a wild fire which the torrential rains 
could not put out. He was bom to Shrimati 
Pravabati Devi his mother and Shri danakinath 
Bose his father, a prominent Advocate who was 
elected as Chairman of Cuttack Municipality 
and later appointed as a public prosecutor. 
Subsequently Janakinath became a member of 
the Bengal Legislative Council and later was 
awarded the title of Rai Bahadur. Due to 
antiIndian policies persued by the British 
Administration in India he retumed the title of Rai 
Bahadur and simultaneously resigned from the 
Post of Public. Prosecutor. This no doubt left a 
deep impact on young Subhas. After his 
Matriculation which he completed at Ravenshaw 
- Collegiate School he was admitted to Presidency 
College, Calcutta. Here Netaji distinguished 
himself as a true nationalist. Once Professor 


Oaten in course of a lecture used abusive 
language against India and the Indians. Young 


Subhas got infuriated at this and criticised 

harge against 
ult Subhas was 
e but rusticated 
However at the 


not like to continue 


job, returned to India in duly, 1921. 


During August, 1945 on the surrender of 
Germany and Japan he addressed the colleagues 
in the Azad Hind Fauz "Never falter your faith in 


India's destiny. There is no Power on earth which 
can keep India enslaved". 


The British Govemment could not allow 
freedom to Netaji who was a voicanic personality 
in his speech and action. When C.R. Das was 
Calcutta's: Mayor and Subhas was the Chief 


Executive Officer he was arrestred on a false and 
frivolous ch; 


arge and deported to Mandalay in 
Burma. He was however released in May 1927. 
The fire of revolution 


Not satisfied with the te 
calling off of the- 
denounced the same. In 


arrested but his detention was curtailed due t, 
ill health. he 
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He went to Europe for his treatment where he 
got some opportunities to contact the European 
Countries on India's Freedom Struggle. He 
retuned to India defying Government orders 
prohibitting his entry to India and was arrested. 
He was however released due to overwhelming 
victory of the Congress in the 1937 General 
Election. 


In 1938 at the Haripura Congress Session he 
was elected President of the Indian National 
Congress and also for the second time in 1939 
defeating Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya whose 
candidature was supported by the Congress 
Working Committee. Very soon he had 
differences with the Congress leaders on the 
question of delivering six-months ultimatum to the 
British Goverment to handover India to the 
Indians. In 1939 he resigned from the 
Presidentship of the Congress. 


In May 1939 he formed the Forward Bloc 
within the Congress. The Forward Bloc resolved 
at Ramgarh Session for the establishment of a 
Provisional National Government in India. Netaji 
was arrested in Calcutta but was subsequently 
teleased. 


Like an invisible man Subhas Chandra Bose's 
escape from his house in the Elgin Road then 
under the close vigil of the C.I.D. surprised 
everybody. According to Dr. R. C. Majumdar 
"Bose's journey from Calcutta to Berlin, full of 
thrilling details, was a historic one and its nearest 
Parallel is the escape of Shivaji from the clutches 
of Aurangzeb". In Germany he was received by 
Ribbentrop Hitler's right hand man. 


His broadcasts from Berlin which he began in 
thrilling voice 'I am Subhas saying", was extremely 
popular among the Indian masses. 


In Germany he raised free Indian units from 
the Indian POW's in Germany, which was later on 
formed as the nucleus of Azad Hind Fauz. From 
there he came to Japan where his uncle 
Rasbehari Bose was organising an Army for the 
Indians. Finally the Indian ‘National Army was 
founded on the 1st September, 1942. 

Netaji taking a long and perilous journey in a 
German U-Boat and later in a Japanese 
Submarine reached Tokyo in June, 1943. 


The story and achievements of the I.N.A. read 
like a legend. From Tokyo, Netaji spoke on the 
radio on his resolve to launch an armed fight with 
the British from India's eastern borders. He 
reached Singapore on 2nd July, 1943 ‘and 
assumed the command of the Azad Hind Fauz. 


The life of Subhas Chandra Bose is so thrilling 
that historians call it an unparallel event in the 
annals of the freedom struggle. It is the story of a 
single brave individual who carried the freedom 
struggle for India thousands of miles away from 
his mother-land. By this he gave a new dimension 
to the freedom struggle. 


The Azad Hind Fauz successfully fought in the 
thick jungles of Malaysia and Burma and later on 
crossed the Burma-India Border and reached 
Indian soil in May 1944. On 21st May, 1944 it 
hoisted the Indian Tricolour Flag in the city of 
Imphal under the command of Netaji: The Army 
however could not make much headway due to 
onset of the monsoon and finally had to withdraw 
to the east bank of Chindwan. The surrender of 
Japan adversely affected the Indian National 
Army and resulted in general withdrawal. 


Netaji left Singapore for Tokyo on 16th 
August, 1945 but was reported killed in an air 
crash at Taithoku Air Port, Formosa on the 18th 
August, 1945, but people rey believed he 
could die. 


Hugh Toye author of The Springing Tiger, A 
study of Subhas Chandra Bose has put it thus— 


"Everywhere Indians moumed for a time half 
believing that some miracle would cause him to 
reappear when least expected and this was some 
new stratagem of disappearance; and even now 
as the years pass some still look for him or see 
momentarily disguised as a Sanyasi roaming 
through the hills and villages of free India”. 


Subhas Chandra Bose indeed created rare 
moments in the history of India in his short life 
span and death cannot erase him and he will 
always be remembered as the greatest national 
hero in the saga of the Indian Freedom Struggle. 


— eee 
13/134, Acharya Vihar, 
Bhubaneswar-13. 
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Political Philosophy 
of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose 


Smita Rout 


NY 4 have been a dreamer of dreams but the 
dream of my life jhas been the dream for 
India....", said Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, one 
of the most eminent and legendary figures in the 
national freedom struggle of India. It is said that 
when men and moments coincide, a revolution is 
bom—ike the moming which is bom out of the 
ashes’ of millions of stars. And when great men 
and great moments coincide, great revolutionaries 
and revolutions are bom—the moming becomes 
noon and the sun shines with all its brightness 
and luminosity. Likewise Subhas Chandra Bose 
was a shining sun in the political firmament of 
India and a rare man who created rare moments 
in the history of India in his short span of life. He 
is one of the great political luminaries in the 
galaxy of Indian leaders who had fought 
relentlessly for the independence of the country. 
Of course, Bose was the most courageous and 
colourful figure in the history of the Indian 
national movement. As a national leader and 
freedom fighter, his Status was equal with that of 
Gandhi and Nehru, the three Great sons of India 
and the "Trio" who were mainly responsible for 
bringing independence to India. 


Subhas Chandra Bose's life is an epic struggle 
and action. His life reads like a thriller. in fact, his 
life is a story of a national hero who Carried on 
the freedom struggle for India thousands of miles 
away from the motherland. 
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wrote, "Vivekananda's ideal brought me into 
conflict with the existing family and social order. I 
was weak, the fight was long drawn one in which 
success was not easy to obtain. Hence tension 
and unhappiness with occasional fits of 
depression". He was also very much influenced by 
C.R. Das, whom he considered as his “Political 
Guru". Apart from CR. Das, he was also 
influenced by Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru and some 
other great Indian leaders. Subhas was much 
inspired for national service. He formed the 
Forward Bloc being dissatisfied with the political 
philosophy of the Congress. In fact, during the 
youth, he “developed most of his sOcio-political 
thoughts and beliefs. Unfortunately, 
age in 1945, Bose died in an accid 
the story of his death is still shrouded 


at an early 
lent, though 


Subhas Chandra's left win, 
the leader of the youth 
was one of the revolution; 
felt that sacrifice alone c 
independence, He belie 
talk, He had tremendous faith in the Indian 
culture and civilisation. He began life as a spiritual 
idealist, but Steadily shifted to 
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movement was popularly known as the Gandhian 
era. However, alongwith Gandhiji's programme of 
non-violent movement, there had been a stream 
of terrorist and revolutionary activities indentified 
with the militant nationalism. Though Bose did 
not make any theoretical contribution towards the 
development of concept of nationalism, yet as a 
practical man of action, endowed with great 
genius, he popularised ideal of supremacy of the 
nation in a country which inherited the legacy of 
feudalism and imperialism. His fanatical devotion 
to the cause of emancipation of India from the 
hands of the British Imperialists and his intense 
suffering for the sake of the nation, would always 
eam him the title of front ranking national hero. 
He was proud of the Indian culture, religion and 
everything that constituted the great heritage and 
civilization of the land. He was _ convinced that 
India would occupy its right place in the 
community of nations only when it was 
completely free from British tmperialism. 


According ‘to a critic, "He welded into a 
Passionate legion of patriots, Hindus and Muslims, 
Sikhs and Christians, _—millionaires + and 
wage-eamers, men, women and children that 
would ever remain, memorable and merge, into 
our heritage". Addressing his soldiers Subhas said, 
"The hour is struck and every Indian must 
advance towards the field of battle. When the 
blood of freedom’ loving Indians begins to flow, 
Indians will attain freedom". When he took over as 

commander of the I.N.A. he observed, "In the 
interest of Indian Independence movement and of 
Azad Hind Fauj, I have taken over the direct 
command of our Army from this day. This is for 
me a matter of joy and pride—for an Indian there 
can be no greater honour than to be the 
commander of India's Army of Liberation". His 
patriotism and intense nationalism was seen also 
from the fact that he did not surrender indians’ 
interests to the Germans or to the Japanese. He 
made it clear to the Japanese that "the Japanese 
could not mistake him as puppet and not a single 
Japanese could set his foot on Indian soil to 
replace the white ruler by the yellow". Help from 
the Japanese was not to be construed as bartering 
away, India’s interests or endangering India's 
liberty. 


£. 


Netaji's Views on Freedom or Poorna 
Swaraj : Netaji being an ardent nationalist 
believed in the concept of 'Pooma Swaraj’. He 
was convinced that India could not prosper unless 
it was completely free from the British 
domination. He was out and out opposed to the 
British imperialism. Netaji was optimistic even 
amidst the darkest hour of his grim battle for 
independence. He said, "Darkest hour provides 
dawn. India shall be free and before long". He 
boldly asserted India's right to freedom. Further to 
him’ Pooma Swaraj or complete independence 
was not negotiable. He, therefore, appealed to 
the Indians to attain freedom in every possible 
way. To attain independence, he advised the 
countrymen to sacrifice themselves at the altar of 
the nation. That is why he gave the clarion call, 
"Give me blood, I shall give you independence”, 
Thus his main aim was to attain 'Pooma Swaraj'. 
He believed in application of any means to 
achieve independence. He was, in fact, the first 
nationalist leader who sought the help of foreign 
nations to put an end to the British imperialism. 
At heart he was a great lover of freedom and an 
ardent democrat. 


Socialism B For speedy ~ national 
reconstruction and development, Subhas Chandra 
Bose supported the implementation of socialist 
measures in India. He was rightly described as the 
father of Indian leftism. He traced the need for 


‘economic planning for India. In 1939 during his 


Congress Presidentship, he appointed a National 
Planning Committee within the Congress Party 
with Nehru as its Chairman. He ‘thought that 
socialism is the only way for India's salvation. He 
resigned from the Congress Working Committee 
on the ground that the right to property was 
included in the Congress demand for the 
fundamental rights. After the formation of 
Forward Bloc in 1939, he declared his Party asa 
socialist one and aimed to achieve socialist 
norms. 


Because of his extreme views, the critics often 
regarded Bose as a Fascist. But in fact he was not 
a Fascist. No doubt, he was very much influenced 
by the Fascist method of struggle and their 
determination and will power. But he denounced 


LLLSPLILELSPLLSIPLLSEPSPPOSLPLESPPSSLERIPSPDPLLLDLLPPRPPPS APPEL SISPLPELIPEPLILEPL A: VELSSPSPELLLLPPIPSPLLPSPPLIP LDL, PEDAL Dp 


11 


ORISSA REVIEW 


the extreme tenets of Fascism. He believed in the 
Hegelian theory of dialectical rational evolution 
and the-Vaishnava concept of love. He therefore, 
preferred a synthesis of communism and Fascism 
and described it as ‘SAMYAVADA'. He once 
observed, "Considering everything one is inclined 
to hold that the next phase in world history will 
produce a synthesis between communism and 
Fascism and most probably in India". Thus he was 
a great lover of the ideology of socialism. 


National Reconstruction : Netaji was very 
much moved by the degrading condition of the 
Indian masses. As an ardent humanist, he wanted 
to elevate the Indians from the darkness and 
poverty. For every citizen, he wanted to achieve 
economic and social freedom and for this, 
political freedom was the prime requisite. He was 
also concerned with nation-building. Bose claimed 
that nation-building entails self-suffering and 
self-abnegation. He was very much influenced by 
Vivekananda's idea that there is no realisation 
without renunciation. Hence ‘he felt that if the 
dream of political freedom was to be realised, it 
-was essential to undergo sufferings and 
self-abnegation. Further,’ Bose was aware of the 
Prevailing caste system and religions orthodoxy in 
the Indian society and pleaded for its removal. 
Subhas said, "The Present caste system has 
become too Parochial, caste consciousness has 
killed national consciousness and sectarianism has 
Prevented the growth of nationalism", Hence he 
wanted abolition of caste system. Bose, for this 
Treason, preached the i 
Stated that religion is a 
Indian National 
belonging to differ 


deal of secularism and 


Private affair. In fact, his 
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and establishing a so) i 
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Vivekananda, he became an ‘extremist nationalist’ 
and was prepared to use force to achieve 
freedom. The racial arrogance of the British and 
their policy of discrimination, oppression and 
exploitation created a feeling of revolt in his 
mind. He believed that independence would not 
come so easily and hence everybody should make 
great sacrifice for that cause. Thus Bose had an 
attitude of- confrontation and believed in 
uncompromising struggle. He was of the opinion 
that the Indian National Congress cannot bring 
freedom or independence. He was prepared to 
sacrifice non-violence for sake of independence. 
He claimed the justification: of violence to fight 


against “untruth, hypocrisy, bondage and 
inequality". 


Netaji and Gandhiji : Netaji Subhas Bose 
and Mahatma Gandhi were two Great leaders of 
India, whose greatest goal in life was to achieve 
independence of India. Bose appreciated Gandhiji 
for his devotion to the cause of national freedom 
and hailed the Mahatma as "the Father of the 
Nation". He appreciated Gandhiji's humanitarian 
outlook and love for the Indian masses. But .the 
Gandhian non-violence philosophy did not’ have 
much appeal to him. He criticised the riori-violent 
techniques of Gandhi. He denounced Gandhian 
philosophy as essentially moral and spiritual in 
character. He rejected the Gandhian techniques 
of good means and good ends. Further, Bose 
being an extremist, wanted to achieve the end at 
any cost or means. 


However, Bose though differed from Gandhi, 
had all reverences for Gandhi from the core of his 
heart. He recognised Gandhi as the leader of the 
Masses and also as the father of the nation. He 
was impressed by the indomitable will and 
indefatigable labour of Gandhi. He regarded 
Gandhi as the apostle of truth and non-violence. 
Thus it can be said that Netaji revered and 
respected Gandhi, the man and admired and 
criticised Gandhi, the politician. Gandhi had all 
admiration for Subhas Bose. As he said, "the 
Sreatest lesson that we can draw from Netaji's life 


in the way in which he infused the spirit of unity” 
amongst his men 


religious and Provincial barriers and shed together 


so that they could rise above al! | 
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their blood for common cause. His unique 
achievement would surely immortalise him in the 
pages of history. He was Indian first and last....". 
Nehru also praised Subhas Chandra Bose's efforts 
to bring all sections of people under the banner of 
the Indian National Army and said, "Netaji has 
taught a lesson that with inter-communal unity, 
we can solve the most difficult problems. We 
must act upon the precedent he has set before us 
and strengthen our belief on inter-communal 
unity". He was thus a great secularist. 


An Estimate : Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
was a great political leader, an ardent patriot and 
a great leader of modem India. His life has been a 
saga of a fearless, indomitable and 
uncompromising fighter for the freedom of the 
country. He was a great son of mother India. He 
was out and out a pragmatic man. He believed in 
action and not in talk. He himself said, "In this 
mortal world everything perishes and will perish; 
but ideas, ideals and dreams do not. One 
individual may die for an idea, but that idea will, 
after his death, incarnate itself in thousand lives. 
That is how the wheels of evolution move on and 
the ideas and dreams of one generation are 
bequeathed to the next". His observation came 
true in his own life. Though he did not live to see 
India's independence, he rendered invaluable 
service to the cause of the Indian freedom. 
Undoubtedly he was a foresighted political leader 
and a great revolutionary and among the galaxy 
of the architects of modem India, he was the 
foremost. His unflattering determination, 
dauntless_ spirit, exhuberant youth, sacrifice, 
devotion, courage and fearlessness were stepping 
stone which resulted in the freedom of the 
country. 


Thus Netaji's life is an embodiment of courage, 
optimism and patriotism of highest order. His life 
and philosophy has inspired the minds of most of 
the timid men to perform amazing acts of 
heroism, bravery and self-sacrifice. After 48 years 
of independence, when the country is beset with 
divisive and disintegrating forces and the clouds of 
destabilisations are hanging over our sky, we may 
as a remedy to the present crisis, profitably look 
1” back at Netaii’s life and his political philosophy, 
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his social and economic ideas, his patriotism and 
sacrifice. His unifying slogan ‘Jai Hind’, the 
orchestral thread of which knitted all the Indians 
into a homogeneous whole, the ideals of the INA 
which is a big powerhouse of integration, 
patriotism and secularism, having united the 
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Bengalis, 
Tamils, Punjabis, Oriyas, etc. into one texture of 
Indian nationality would endure in the history of 
India for all times to come. Thus by analysing the 
life and political philosophy of this great son of 
India, one can say without slightest hesitation 
that, he is one of the greatest and noblest sons of 
India ever born. To conclude with Smt. Indira 
Gandhi, the erstwhile Prime Minister of India who 
rightly observed, "Netaji Subhas Bose is a symbol 
of flaming patriotism and dynamism. His life and 
his message will remain an_ inspiration for 
generations to come". 
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Netaji Subhas— 
A Burning Flame 


Souribandhu Kar 


@Bn 1945 August 17, Subhas Chandra Bose 
sent a message- which says, "At this 
unprecedented juncture in our history, I have a 
word for you. Do not be disheartened by our 
temporary defeat; be cheerful and optimistic. 
Above all, never loose your faith in the destiny of 
India. There is no power on earth which can keep 
India in bondage. India will be free and that too, 
soon. Jai Hind !" This clarion call, this fierce 
‘hationalism and patriotism has made him a 
legendary figure in the life of the nation. 


free nation, but 
f course, India became a ; 
anes Bose could not see it. After a lapse of 48 
years also, we remember more of Subhas. He has 
engulfed the humanity like a great Colossus—say 
a phenomenon. 


Why we remember Subhas ? What is his magic 
for the Indian masses and contribution for the 
nation ? Subhas was not created suddenly. His 
‘Atma-guru' was Swami Vivekananda, of his 
action, Desbandhu Chittaranjan, of revolution 
Shri Aurobindo, and his friends, the patriot 
revolutionaries. The poet Rabindranath has put 
him as the ‘Hero of the Nation’. 


When we want to assess this, we have to dive 
deep into the pages of Indian history and trace 
the evenis that had moulded his life and made 
him the hero of the masses. Greatness was not 
thrust upon him, rather he achieved greatness by 
his untiring service to the nation. 


Subhas was born on January 23rd, 1897, to 
the famous lawyer Janakinath Bose who migrated 
from Bengal and settled at Cuttack, Oriya Bazar, 
Subhas was the ninth’ child of his father 
Janakinath and mother Prabhabati who had 
fourteen children ie., 8 sons and 6 daughters, 

| His father who had a name in the lawyers’ 
profession brought him affluenc 


e and that had 
made him think about the higher ideals of life. 


As a student, he was attracted to Nature. 
Nature-has taught him the first lesson of his life 
that ‘the individual life is a promise for universal 
commitment’. He suddenly found the light in Shri 
Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda. He was 
thrilled by the speeches of Swamiji, as they 
seemed to have utterances of truth. The truth of 
life is action and action leads to the service of 
mankind and service to the nation. 


So, Subhas from his very youth had set before 
himself the idea of Sannyasi-statesman, and he 


went right to the political fight without doubting 
the path that he had chosen. 


He joined the Presidency College in Calcutta in 
1913, but his mind was always in search of new 
inspiration. He came across the writings of Tilak 
and Shri Aurobindo. The Ongoing process of 
education dragged him to Cambridge and he was 
honoured with ICS. But the spirit of 
independence, free-will, did not allow him to 
accept any salaried job. He sought refuge with 
the popular leader of the time, Chittaranjan Das. 


That was the first of its kind and it was on 1921, 
February 16th. 


The letters to Desbandhu C. R. unveil 
multi-faceted personality of Subhas and his vision 
of India. Landing in India, he joined the Congress 
and organised the boycott movement against the 


visit of Prince of Wales to India in December, : 
1921. 


The Indian National 
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non-cooperation to attain 
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multiple strategies for the attainment of Indian 
independence. He Was convinced, and convinced 
many others that freedom battle could not be 
fought on one front only, which needed a 
multi-prone attack. So he tried to organise the 
workers, the peasants and became the President 
of Trade Union Congress. He also encouraged 
the youth organisations and many youth 
associations. He had also links with the 
revolutionary youth groups and helped their 
organisations. 


World War broke out in 1939. There were two 
opinions about this war in India among the 
Congress leadership. Nehru regarded the war as 
an ideological war, a war between two ideologies 
viz., that of freedom and democracy and fascism 
and totalitarianism. 


And the views of Gandhiji made Subhas 
dumb-founded. Gandhiji after meeting Lord 
Linlithgo said, "My own sympathies were with 
England and France from the purely humanitarian 
standpoint. It told him that I could not 
contemplate without being stirred to the very 
depth, the destruction of London which had 
hitherto be regarded as impregnable. As | was 
picturing before him, the house of Parliament and 
the West-minster Abbey and their possible 
destruction, I broke down. I have become 
disconsolate.” 


"I am not, therefore just now thinking of India's 
deliverance. It will come but will it be worth, if 
England and France fall or if they come out 
victorious over Germany, ruined and humbled 2" 


Gandhiji said to the revolutionaries 
Deshbandhu's house—"Had India sword, I would 
have asked her to draw it. But as she had no 
sword, I ask her to adopt non-violence, 
non-cooperation. | am out to destroy this satanic 
government." 

This statement of Gandhiji was reacted by 
Subhas in a very bold language. He said, "the 
entire intellect of the Congress has been 
mortgaged to one man." 


In this regard, Michael Edwards, the author of 
Late years of British India has written, Gandhi 
now tured the technique of non-cooperation not 


in 
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against the British, but against Congress’ own 
president. Bose was forced to resign." And Mr. 
Michael in the same book stated, "Bose himself 
welcomed the possibility of conflict because a 
blow to Britain in Europe would undoubtedly 
weaken her grasp in India. Other Congress 
leaders had no such clearcut vision of the future," 


The British rulers were afraid of the 
revolutionaries not Gandhiji. Subhas wanted to 
change the policy of the Congress and his utter 
antagonism to British was not liked by Gandhi. 
So, Gandhiji opposed the candidature of Subhas 
for the second term to be the Congress President. 


Subhas gave the firing call to the people of 
India. He said, "with every blow that she receives 
in Europe, the imperialist might of Britain is 
bound to loosen its grip of India. Let us therefore 
cease thinking of saving Britain with the Empire's 
help or with India's help. India must in this grave 
crisis of herself first. ....... It is for the Indian 
people to make an immediate demand for the 
transference of power to them through a 
provisional National Government." 


So Subhas, a bom revolutionary wanted 
freedom and to achieve the said freedom, he had 
undergone the sufferings that is unparallel in 
Indian history. 


His idea was to blow the British off from both 
inside and outside. 


Subhas realised that by associating the Indian 
freedom movement with the powers which were 
engaged in war, he would succeed in giving the 
Indian freedom movement a shape and a 
character which would alter the dimension of the 
Indian National Struggle and bring out new forces: 
in the country to give battle to the British. 


As stated in the book, "two great Indian 
Revolutionaries"—"The cumulative effect of all 
these factors together with Shri Hem Ghosh's 
advice to Subhas in the Presidency Jail (July 2, 
1940) ultimately led Subhas Bose to take firm 
decision to |.aye the country and to work from 
outside for the cause of Indian independence." 


He was in jail. He undertook fast demanding 
his release on 29 November, 1940. He also 
appealed to the people of India saying, "Forget 
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not that the greatest curse for a man is to remain a 
slave. Forget not thet the greatest crime is to 
compromise with injustice and wrong. Remember 
the eternal law—you must give life if you want to 
get it. And remember that the highest virtue is to 
battle against inequality, no matter what the cost 
may be.” 


Ravenshaw Collegiate School, Cuttack , 
where Subhas received schooling in his teens. 


And Subhas was released from the jail and the 
British rulers kept on strict vigil. and surveillance. 
And Subhas disappeared. No one knew where he 
went, how he went. The entire country became 
dumb-founded and surprised. Telegrams after 
telegrams were sent to his brother Sarat Babu. 


Tagore sent a telegram, "Deeply concerned over 
Subhas' disappearance; convey to mother my 
sympathy. Kindly keep me informed of news". 

' Gandhiji's telegram reads, "Startling news about 
Subhas. Please write truth. Hope all well—Bapu”. 
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Rajendra Prasad in his telegram asked, "Great 
anxiety about Subhas Babu. Please write latest 
information." 


For every telegram, Sarat Babu replied, "No 
news". 


The National flag flew at 
the first conference of Azad 
Hind Sangha at Berlin on 
November 2nd. The 
resolutions were passed, they 
are our history now. We 
cherish the said resolution. 


The resolution was passed 
that ‘Jana Gana Mana’ of 
Kaviguru Rabindranath will 
be the National Anthem, the 
National salute will be Jai 
Hind, Gandhiji will be named 
as the Father of the Nation." 


‘We cherish the above even today. And from 


that day onwards, Subhas became the ‘Netaji’ for 
all. 


Netaji Subhas is remembered today and will be 
remembered forever as he opted for a life of 
action after having rejected that of meditation and 
inaction, a positive assertion of 
Vivekananda, who was his ideal and soul. 
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Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose : 
Forgotten Hero of 
the Freedom 
Struggle 


Manas Ranjan Sarangi 


N etaji Subhas Chandra Bose, was one of 
the most eminent national leaders of India, who 
made a significant contribution to the national 
movement. Though he was mystic and a religious 
man, he choose the path of karma for the 
worship of his beloved motherland and was 
Prepared to make total self-surrendered and 
maximum sacrifice for the cause. His intense love 
for his motherland and deep concer for the 
suffering of the Indians who were suffering under 
the rigours of British exploitation and oppression, 
forced his to resign from the I.C.S. and join 
Politics. He was convinced that India would not 
be able to take its right place in the community 
of nation if it was not made free from British 
domination. The policy of discrimination pursued 
by the British and their racial arrogance, 
Oppression and exploitation created a feeling in 
his mind that there could be no compromise with 
them. Hence, from the very beginning of his 
Political career he took up- -an_ uncompromising 
stand towards British rule in India. 


Next to Gandhi, the most dominant figure in 
the struggle for India's freedom was undoubtedly 
Subhas Chandra Bose. He was bom on 23rd 
January 1897 at Cuttack’ of Orissa State. He was 
the ninth child of Janakinath Bose and Prabhabati 
Debi. He was a brilliant student and qualified the 
1.C.S. Examination. However, he left the service 
on April 22, 1921, because even in England he 
could hear the call of the motherland. However 
he was not happy with Gandhiji's decision to 
withdraw Non-Co-operation movement and it ‘is 
known in recorded history to have 'set the tenor 
for future relationship between two.} 
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On his arrival in India, Subhas Chandra Bose 
found the leader of his choice in C.R. Das and 
worked under his guidance during the initial 
stages of his political career. C. R. Das had great 
living for Subhas and when he became the Mayor 
of Calcutta Corporation in 1924 he appointed 
him as an executive officer. Thus at the age of 27 
he was in a far more responsible position than 
any he may have occupied in the Indian Civil 
Service of the same age. Subhas gave a dynamic 
orientation to the organisation and working of the 
Calcutta Corporation. But the progressive policies 
of Subhas Bose soon put him in trouble and he 
was deported by the Government to Mandalay 
(Burma). The people of Bengal showed their 
gratitude towards the young Freedom Fighter by 
electing him to the Bengal Legislative Council 
even when he was in prison.2 


The annual session of the Indian National 
Congress at Madras in 1927 was extremely 
significant as both Subhas and Jawaharlal found 
much in common in their political and economic 
ideas. Both started a youth movement under the 
name of ‘Independence of Indian League’ with 
complete Independence as the goal. Due to the 
influence of these two leaders, the Madras session 
of the Congress passed a resolution declaring 
complete Independence to be the goal of’ the 
Indian people. 3 Subhas played a significant role 
in organising the youth and the working. class 
movements. He stressed on the point that the 
Indians were to fight. not only ‘against British 
Imperialism, but also against the Indian capitalists 
who were exploiting the working class in collusion 
with their British Masters. 


In 1928 Calcutta Session of Indian National 
Congress, there was an open confrontation . 
between the left and right wings. Subhas wanted 
the Independence resolution to be reiterated but 
Gandhiji and the right wings were in favour of a 
modification. However, the. amendment was 
defeated in voting. So the year 1928 marked a 
setback for the progressive leftist forces in the 
couniry and the apparent victory of ‘the left in 
1927 was superficial. The strength of the left 
wing was further depleted when Gandhi 
succeeded in’ weaning away Jawaharlal ‘Nehru 
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from the company of Bose and nominated him 
for the Presidentship of the Lahore Congress of 
1928. This parting of ways between Bose and 
Nehru was final and the two giants could not 
come close again, despite their ideological 
similarities.4 


Subhas believed that the salvation of India as 
of the world would depend on socialism, but the 
Indian socialism would not be a blind imitation of 
the socialism of any other country. As a 
humanist, he had deep concem for the problems 
.of the poor and depressed people and sought a 
political ideology that would provide them quick 
solutions.5 


Subhas’ belonged to the extremist group of 
. freedom-fighters and opposed the decision of 
* Congress to accept dominion status or im) 
participate in the Round Table Congress. He also 
opposed the idea of contesting elections under 
“the Goverment of India Act 1935 and forming 
_ Congress Ministries; because he was convinced, 
that would not make any material change in the 
Position. 6 


Subhas was elected President of Congress for 
the two consecutive terms in 1938 and 1939. In 
a Presidential address at both the sessions 
co ae full expression to his pronounced 
ae ic views. He wanted to modemise India by 

g maximum emphasis . to scientific 


d 
Hh ae But soon he developed differences 
Be hia other Congress leaders and 


ae India 
ndependence without foreign assistance. 

When the second wo 
British Government 

; Put Subhas uy 

arrest in view of his well known ete ata 
he escaped the Govemment Quards and r He 
Japan after crossing Afghanistan es 
Germany. Bose's joumey from Calcutta to Baik, 


tld war broke Out the 


full of thrilling details was a historic one, and its 
nearest parallel is-the escape of Shivaji from the 
clutches of Aurangzeb. Bose's presence in 
Germany was officially well’ known by the 
beginning of 1942. Bose and his associates were 
permitted to use Berlin Radio for broadcasting to . 
India without any censorship. His presence in 
Germany gave him the opportunity to organise 
the Azad Hind Fauz. The Indian community 
acclaimed him as its leader Netaji and greeted 
him with ‘Jai Hind’. However further activities in 
Germany were suddenly stopped when Bose 
heard the phenomenal success of the Japanese 
against the British in the fall of Singapore on 
15th February 1942. He instinctively felt that the 
Far East would provide a more advantageous base 
for fight against the British. He organised all the 
Indian prisoners of war into Indian National 
Amny. This organisation of a mighty of millions of 
soldiers was a great feat on the part of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 8 


Subhas was a practical politician gifted with 
excellent power of organisation and unbelievable 
capacity for hard work, he could excell in any 
situation and stead-fastly follow, the course of 
action on which he set his heart. His invincible 
faith in India's destiny and sacredness of the just 
and rightful cause led him to follow all methods 
including the violent methods of revolution, for 
the destruction of* British Imperialism. However 
he was a very keen observer of national and 
international politics. He said quite frankly that 
"he trusted neither British nor the Japanese. He 
went on saying that on the question of the 
Independence of one country, one could trust no 
one and as long as one was weak, one would 
always be expelled. He was a man of extreme 
independence. He would never allow himself to 
be brought by any foreign power. 9 


Subhas was outside the geographical 
boundaries of India when Gandhiji started the 
Quit India Movement, but he gave its full support 
by announcing over the Azad Hind Radio from 
Germany, a programme of action to be put inl? 
Operation by the Indians. Gandhiji started talking 
in the language of Subhas and followed a” 
attitude towards Britis! 


Imperialism. The people were asked by Bose to 
stop paying taxes. Workers were asked to launch 
a stay-in-strike and paralyse production. Students 
were required to organise secret guerilla bands for 
carrying out the sabotage activities in different 
Parts of the country. In the absence of any 
Political programme of action by the Congress, 
Netaji's political strategy was the only guideline 
for the mass movement of 1942.10 


Among the stalwarts of the Congress the one 
who sought for National integration and national 
unity with intense zeal of a crusader was Subhas 
Chandra Bose. The search for a permanent 
remedy for this national ailment in the context of 
India's perpetual disunity traceable ‘since the 
Middle of the 18th century had made deep 
impression on the mind of Subhas. This had 
become the sheet anchor of his sound and 


‘Scientific ideas for raising the edifice of an 


integrated and united idea on the debris of British 
Imperialism in this country. In this back-ground of 
disunity and dissension in the people of India, 
Bose ini his several public addresses on different 
Occasions,’ placed before his countrymen his 
Project of building a united and integrated Indian 
nation. He was of the opinion that "It is 
Necessary for the different religious groups to be 
acquainted with the traditions, ideals and history 
of one another, because cultural intimacy will 
Pave the way towards communal peace and 
harmony”. 


Giving further expression to his idea for a 
integrated India through a strong central 
Government we shall have to put all the minority 
communities as well as the provinces at their ease 
by allowing them a large measure of autonomy in 
cultural as well as Governmental affairs. To 
promote national unity we shall have to develop 
our lingua franca and common script and it 
should be made in a thoroughly scientific and 
impartial spirit, free from bias of every kind. !1 


Netaji's idea of national integration and 
National solidarity found practical expression 
when he had gone out of the country to Eurpoe 
and then South-East-Asia for waging India’s war 
of liberation from abroad. As head of the 
Provisional Government of India, that was formed 
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in South-East-Asia, more especially as supreme 
commander of the Indian National Amy he put 
these ideas into practice. The presence of Netaji 
in South-East-Asia, his magnetic personality and 
activities there produced a deep impression on 
the national consciousness of the Indians living in 
the countries of that region. In the INA there was 
no communal feeling. Most of his trusted 
lieutenants in the INA like Shah Nawaz Khan, 
Col. Habibur Rahman etc, were Muslims. It was 
Col. Habibur Rahman who was his adjutant and 
was chosen by him to accompany him in his last 
journey when two seats were offered to him in 
the air craft. He was the only Indian who 
attended his funeral -and brought his ashes. 
N. Sengupta of the Indian Independence League 
in South-East-Asia_ states that "National 
Integration in the true sense of terms was seen in 
the community life of the INA and Netaji is 
perhaps the only leader who has been able to 
give a practical shape to communal harmony 


solving the problem of communalism". He made 


his soldiers realise that they were the sons of the 
same motherland, and as such there could be no 
difference between them. We were all completely 
united and it was realised ‘by us that the- 
communal differences in our country were the 
creation of an alien power.12 


On 4th July 1943, in a mammoth meeting at 
Singapore Subhas Bose’ took over the 
presidentship of Indian Independence League. 
The next day on July 5, Bose reviewed the Indian 
Army and for the first time appeared in a military 


uniform. Addressing the parade he emphasised 


the need of a National Army for fighting the war 
of liberation. He,set up two INA& headquarters in 
Rangoon and in Singapore and began ‘to 
reorganise the INA. Recruits were sought from 
civilians, funds were gathered, and even a 

Women's Regiment called the Rani Jhansi 
regiment was formed. It was in this meeting that 
Bose gave the INA its battle cry : Comrades ! My 
soldiers ! let your battle-cry be : To Delhi To 
Delhi. I do not know how many of us will 
individually survive this war of freedom. In reply 
the INA soldiers assured him that they would 
never bring shame on India's fair name by turning 
their backs to the front or retreating before the 


C4, ttt ereppp sess tists ites els LssTs sles se bE ls ds ssed ett dts SPLLELELPLE ESAS EPIPSEESSPPSL SDAP SLPEE PPE PPPEPP ES, SLLSPELEPEREPPPSS A, 


ORISSA REVIEW 


enemy, we will prove to the whole world that the 
so called Indian mercenary soldiers can fight as 
gallantly for the’ liberation of their country as any 
other soldier in the world. On 6th July 1944, 
despite all his quarrels; Subhas Bose in a 
broad-cast on Azad Hind Radio addressed to 
Gandhiji, said "India's last war of Independence 
has begun......Father of our nation ! In this holy 
war.of India’s liberafion, we ask for your blessing 
and good wishes." With the help of INA army 
Netaji shook the foundation of the British empire 
in East-Asia and attacked the eastern borders of 
India. He hoped that as soon as he would launch 
an attack, the Indians would rise against the 
British. However his calculations did not prove 
correct and he was defeated. In 1945 he died in 
an air crash. Some people believed that Subhas 
escaped the death in air crash and is still living as 
a yogi. However this view does not seem to be 
plausible.13 


The Indian National Congress was opposed to 
the INA stance of launching the armed struggle 
for Indian Independence. But, when the INA men 
were brought back home and threatened with 
Serious punishments, a powerful movement was 
to emerge in their defence. The same Congress 
took up the defence of INA men in Redfort trial. 
This was because the Congress was required to 
boost its secular character to neutralise as far as 
Possible the claim of the Muslim League as the 
exclusive representative organisation of the Indian 
Muslims. The INA being drawn from all the 
principal communities of India was genuinely 
secular in character to serve such a 
During those da ¢ i vg 

ys the INA had risen above all the 


communal politics menacingly ‘operating to the 
detriment of Indian unity. 14 


Netaji did not live to see India become free but 
he rendered invaluable Service to the cause of 
Indian freedom. He was the embodiment of 
courage, optimism and patriotism of the highest 
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order and inspired the lowliest and most timid of 
men to perform amazing acts of heroism, bravery 
and self-sacrifice. The horoic deed of Subhas and 
INA opened the eyes of the British to their 
perilous situation in India. They realised that they 
were sitting on the brink of volcano which may 
erupt at any moment. It is highly probable that 
this consideration played an important role in 
their final decision to quit India. So the members 
of the INA did not die or suffer in vain, and their 
leader’ Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, has secured 


a place of honour in the history of India's struggle 
for freedom. 
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Subhas Chandra 
Bose and Indian 
National Army 


Dr. Atul Chandra Pradhan 


Sabnas Chandra Bose represented the 
extremist-terrorist tradition of the Indian 
nationalist movement during the Gandhian era. 
Like many others he had high regards for 
Mahatma Gandhi's commitment to morality in 
public life but he publicly expressed his disbelief in 
the efficacy of Gandhian method of Satyagraha 
for the attainment of liberation from colonial rule. 
He considered war and diplomacy indispensable 
for overthrowing colonial rule. In 1930's when 
Fascism and Nazism were in ascendancy, and 
Gandhi and Nehru were criticizing the 
undemocratic and arrogant activities of Mussolini 
and Hitler, Subhas Chandra Bose was thinking of 
launching "uncompromising § struggle 
with British imperialism" in 
collaboration with Germany, and 
Italy. 


In his presidential speech to the 
Tripuri Congress session held in early 
1939, Bose proposed that the British 
Government should be served a 
six-month ultimatum to — grant 
independence to India, failing which 
immediate struggle against the British 
should be launched for the liberation 
of the country. Gandhi considered 
such move as premature. In April 
1939 Bose resigned from the 
Congress presidency because of his 
difference with Gandhi, and formed 
Forward Bloc to carry on anti-imperialist struggle. 
After the outbreak of the Second World War, 
while Gandhi and Nehru sympathised with 
England on moral and ideological grounds, Bose 
urged upon the people to launch struggle against 
imperialism instead of being misled by the British 
Propaganda that the war with Germany and Italy 
was being fought for the cause of democracy and 
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self-determination. Consequently he was arrested, 
imprisoned and finally kept intemed in his 
residence at Elgin Road, Calcutta. In spite of 
round-the-clock vigilance of the people, Bose 
managed to escape to carry on struggle abroad to 
supplement the struggle within. He finally arrived 
in Germany. In a radio broadcast on 31 August 
1942 from Berlin Bose made the following 
appeal to the people of India : 


I would appeal to you once again to 
trust fully your countrymen abroad who 
are working heart and soul with you for 
the speedy liberation of India. We are 
today the custodians of India's national 
honour, the unofficial ambassadors of 
free India. As at home, so also abroad, 
we stand always for independence and 
we shall never permit vital 
encroachments on our national 
sovereignty by any foreign power. 


Do-not be carried away by ideological 
considerations : do not bother about the 


internal politics of other countries, which 
is no concern of ours. Believe me when | 


say that the enemies of British 
imperialism are our friends and allies. It is 
to their interest to see the British Empire 
broken up and India ‘once again 
free...India is the jewel of the British 
Empire, ard in order to keep this jewel 
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the British people will fight to the last. 
The Indian people, therefore and 
particularly the leaders, should banish all 
hopes that Britain will accede to India's 
demands, and should carry on the 
struggle till the last Britisher is expelled 
from India. In the last days of our 
campaign there will be much suffering 
and massacre. But that is the price of 
liberty and it has to be paid. It is but 
natural that in its last hours the British 
lion will bite hard, but it is after all the 
bite of a dying lion we shall survive it.1 


In Germany Subhas Chandra Bose organised 
an India Centre and the Indian Legion to carry on 
the movement for India's freedom but his 
attempts to secure the support of the Nazi 
govemment to anti-British struggle proved 
unsuccessful because of Hitler's pro-British 
Prejudice. Hence he proceeded to Japan early in 
1943 in submarines. He arrived in Tokyo on 13 
June 1943, and met Tojo, the Japanese Prime 
Minister. Tojo supported Bose's project of 
establishing a provisional government in India 
after overthrowing the British and made the 
following statement in’ the. Japanese Diet about 
Japan's policy on India : 


Japan is firmly resolved to extend all 
means in order to help to expel and 
eliminate from India the Anglo-Saxon 
influences which are the enemy of the 
Indian people and enable India to achieve 


full independence in true sense of the 
term,2 


From Tokyo, 
Chandra Bose a 


unsuccessful . attempt 
Hardinge's life and acce 
by marrying a Japan 
National Army had als 


Mohan Singh, a British Indian Amny Officer out 
of Indian prisoners of war under the control of 
Indian Independence League. About 95,000 
soldiers had surrendered to the Japanese at 
Singapore. Out of them 45,000 were Indians. In 
a meeting of Indian Independence League, held 
in the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo from 28 to 31 
March 1942 it was decided that Subhas Chandra 
Bose be invited to come over from Europe to lead 
their struggle for freedom. The Indian 
Independence League movement in South-east 
Asia, while aiming at India's freedom from British 
tule, also worked for securing just and fair 
treatment for the Indian community in South-east 
Asia and ensuring the welfare of Indian prisoners 
of war. The Indian Independence League and 
Indian National Army could not be properly 
Organized because of internal dissensions and 
half-heartedness in its ranks and Japanese ill 
treatment of Indians and efforts to use INA men 
according to their plan. The Japanese basically | 
wanted to use INA men for espionage and 
sabotage rather than arm them for fighting 
against the British. This type of Japanese attitude 
was unbearable to patriotic INA men. Under 
these circumstances, in another meeting of Indian 
Independence League, held at Bangkok from 15 
to 23 June 1942 it was resolved "that the Indian 
National Army shall be made use of only : 


(a) For operations against the British or other 
foreign powers in India, 


(b) For the purpose of securing and 
safeguarding Indian National Independence, 
- and 


o 


(c) For such other purposes as may assist the 
achievement of the object, viz., the 
Independence of India...that all officers and 
men of the proposed Indian National Army 
shall be members of the Indian 
Independence League and. shall owe 
allegiance to the League.” 3 


This conference also again decided to invite 
Subhas Chandra Bose to lead their movement 
and give it "due high status”. 

After long talks with the Japanese Primé. 


Minister and assurance of support Subhas 


Chandra Bose arrived at Singapore on 2 July 
1943, and got a tumultuous welcome. On 4 July 
Bose assumed the charge of Indian Independence 
League. The next day while taking the salute of 
Indian National Army he told the gathering : 


Today is the proudest day of my life. 
Today it has pleased providence to give 
me the unique privilege and honour of 
jannouncing to the whole world that 
India's Army of Liberation has come into 
being. This Army has been drawn up in 
Military formation on the battlefield of 
Singapore, once the bulwark of the 
British empire. This is not only the Army 
that will emancipate India from the 
’ British yoke, it is also the Army that will 
hereafter create the National Army of 
Free India. Comrades, let your battle cry 
be "To Delhi, To Delhi”. How many of us 
will individually survive this war of 
freedom I do not know. But I do know 
this that we shall ultimately win and our 
task will not end until- our surviving 
heroes hold the victory parade on 


another graveyard of the British 
Empire—the Lal Kila, the Red Fortress of 
ancient Delhi.* 


On 26 August 1943 Bose officially assumed 
the charge of the supreme commander of INA. 
While assuming this charge he described himself 
"as. the servant of 38 crores of my countrymen 
who proffess different religious faiths’ and 
asssured that the Indian Army of Liberation would 
be built up "on the basis of undiluted Nationalism 
and of perfect justice and impartiality"> On 21st 
October 1943 Bose proclaimed the establishment 
of a provisional Azad Hind (National) 
Government in Singapore with himself as the 
head (he called himself "servant of India’). 
Members of his cabinet took oath of loyalty to 
their leader in the name of God: The Azad Hind 
Government got diplomatic recognition from 
Japan, Germany, Italy, Crotia, Burma, Thailand, 
Philippines and Manchuria. In November 1943 
Japan handed over to the Azad Hind 
Government the Andaman and Nicobar islands. 
Bose visited the islands in December and 
renamed them as Shahid and Swaraj respectively. 
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Bose sought to totally mobilise the Indians in 
South-east Asia—the prisoners of war’as well as 
civilians and their resources for carrying on the 
anti-British” struggle. Recruitment and training 
departments were set up. After six months of 
intensive training the recruits were absorbed:in _ 
the Indian National Army. A women's regiment 
was formed and named after the Rani of Jhansi. 
The Azad Hind Govemment and Army were 
organised in a non-communal and secular spirit. 
In their actual working they demonstrated how 
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, and people of north and 
south and different languages could cooperate for 
a common national goal. 


Subhas Chandra Bose was acclaimed by the 
people in the Azad Hind Government and Army 
as well as the Indian community in South-east 
Asia as Netaji (Adored leader). About his 
popularity an English officer wrote : 


The personal influence of S. Bose on 
all ranks of the I.N.A. is tremendous. Any 
propaganda to belittle him so far failed 
amongst the men encountered in 
Rangoon. He is regarded by them (as) a 
"leader"who is honest, utterly sincere, 
and who has raised the status of the 
Indian community in the Far East far* 
above that of other minorities under’ 
Japanese occupation.® 


Shah Nawaz Khan, an officer in I.N.A. thus 
speaks of the influence which Bose excercised on 
him as well as other I.N.A. men : 


From the moment I came into 
personal contact with him he exercised a 
strange influence over me. Even now I do 
not know in what proportion” the man, 
the soldier and the statesman in him 
were blended. At home the man in him 
seemed to dominate : at the front and in 
the midst of his troops, the soldier in him 
shor.2 in splendid glory and in the 
councils and conferences and at his 
desk...... his brilliant statesmanship made 


a profound impression on one and all of 
us.7 
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He could inspire in the soldiers a loyalty which 
"obliterated their sentiment for the remote 
King-Emperor".8 


The establishment of Azad Hind Government 
by Subhas Chandra Bose in collaboration with the 
Japanese Govemment made the British 
Government in India panicky, as the latter feared 
‘that the Japanese might make use of "Bose's 
drive and political acumen, his prestige in Indian 
revolutionary circles, his understanding of both 


subversive activities and espionage in India.? In 
fact the Japanese wanted to use INA men as 
saboteurs and spies rather than as regular 
soldiers. They were not keen on helping INA men 
for achieveing the goal, of liberation from the 
British rule. They mage inordinate delay in 
launching the campaign towards India. Though 
they conquered Burma in early 1942, when the 
British were unprepared in the Indo-Burmese 
frontier, they launched the India campaign early 
in 1944, when the British were well-prepared for 
the offensive. As colonel Naranjan Singh Gill 
observed : 


eas Only future historian will be able to 
record:the full reasons for Japanese delay 
ee ahead. to India from mid-1942 
early 1944, a near two-year fatal 
delay......May be their plan was not to 
enter India so much but to cut off Allies 


- Support to China of Chiang Kaishek, for 
it was China that 2 


sacrifices iS worse than slavei 
tried his best. to ‘counteract 


Indian and English character" for carrying on: 


San , 
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of domination over the Indian independence 
movement". He insisted that INA men should 
sacrifice their blood for the sake of their country. 
Only 7000 INA personnel were permitted to go 
alongwith the Japanese army. They too were 
ill-equipped, as the Japanese did not give them 
"all the assisatance which they could and should 
have given".!2 The Japanese "made all sorts of 
vague promises that the INA would be supplied 
with everything when it reached the front". which 
was not actually done.!3 Major General Chatterji 


Gives the following description of the condition of 
INA men : 


Notwithstanding every endeavour, our 
forces, when they reached Burma had no 
artillery of their own nor any mortars. 
The machine guns were only medium 
size and deficient of belts and spare parts 
for these were not available, Our Guerilla 
Regiment had no wireless equipment or 
telephone. Transport: pack and 
mechanical, for carrying ‘extra arms and 
ammunition across the country or over 
the hills was not available. Medical 
supplies were short, particularly surgical 
appliances. Many of the men had to walk 
bare-footed. Imagine this happening 
when fighting in jungles because of 
shortage of boots in Malay and therefore 
their feet have badly suffered.14 


With ll handicaps the INA troop marched with 
the Japanese army. They crossed the 
Indo-Burmese border on 18 March 1944, The 
next day they planted the national tricolour flag 
on the Indian soil. The INA troops with the 
Japanese marched as far as Kohima (Nagalanad) 
and Imphal (Manipur), But the well-equipped 
British” army forced them to retreat. Short of 
rations, equipment and air cover the INA men 
could not carry on fighting. By May 1944 the 
Japanese started retreat. During this retreat some 
INA men went over to the British and there were 
clashes between the Japanese and INA men. 


The Japanese and INA men carried on thelf 
resistance to the British in Burma for one mo! 
year. Prem Sehgal surrendered on 28 Apt 
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1945. Shah Nawaz Khan and Gurubux Singh 
Dhillon surrendered'on 16 May 1945. On 15 
August Japan surrefidered tothe Allied Powers. 
On 18 August Subhas Chandra Bose died in a 
plane crash in Formosa. 


Subhas Chandra Bose adopted a masterstroke 
of diplomacy to liberate India with the help of 
Axis powers; this stroke did not fructify because 
of Hitler's racial sympathy for the British and the 
Japanese suspicion and half-hearted support and 
policy of making the cause of India subsidiary to 
their own plan and not allowing INA to be too 
powerful. INA's incapacity to shoulder the burden 
of a large-scale military confrontation should not 
be lost sight of while assessing its role. Because of 
its dependence on Japan it had to share the 
defeat of Japari and suffer grievously. 


The existence of INA was kept a military secret 
by the British Government during the war. When 
the trial of INA men began in November 1945 in 
the historic Red Fort which Bose wanted to make 
‘the "grave yard of British empire", its existence 
was Officially announced. They were tried on the 
charge of treasbn for having waged war against 
the King-Emperor. 


Shah Nawaz Khan, Prem Sehgal and Gurubux 
Dhillon were first to be tried. To this trial the 
Poeple of India reacted by demanding the release 
of INA prisoners. In the city of Calcutta lakhs of 
People staged demonstrations for the release of 
INA prisoners. For sometime INA _ heroes 
appeared to "overshadow" Indian National 
Congress and "the exploits of war and violence 
‘abroad threw into’ obscurity the victories of 
non-violence at home.!5 As a result of police 
firing on the demonstrators in Calcutta and 
Bombay fifty. persons were killed. The 
demonstrations continued up to 23 January 
1946, the. fiftieth birth anniversary of ‘Netaji’ 
Subhas Chandra Bose. Watching the popular 
demonstration of admiration and love for Bose on 
that day Prof. Hiren- Mukherji observed in his 
biography of Subhas Chandra Bose : 


Subhas Chandra Bose’ had, indeed, 
been clasped to his people's héart on 
account of the fabulous role that he 
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played in the struggle for his country's 
freedom. Whatever the judgement of 
Time on his place in history, Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s_—firm-and —_ fond- 
ensconcement in the affections of his 
countrymen shone that day like a 
sunbeam. No greater reward is 
conceivable for a political career, no 
more precious testimony to a_ life 
superbly lived in dedication to one's 
country. 16 


Not only people but also Congress leaders 
pleaded for lenient treatment of the INA men, 
Earlier on 19 August 1945 Nehru had observed, 
"Now a very large number of officers and soldiers 
of the I.N.A. are pfisoners. And some of them 
have been executed. At anytime, it would have 
been wrong to treat them too harshly, but at this 
time, when it is being said that big chances are 
impending in India, it would be a very grave 
mistake leading to far-raching consequences, if 
they were treated as ordinary rebel. The 
punishment given to them will in fact be a 
punishment for the whole of India and a deep 
wound will remain in millions of hearts."!7 Even 
Mahatma Gandhi, the apostle of peace and 
non-violence who visited the I.N.A. prisoners 
wrote to the Goverment in defence of I.N.A. 
men on trial : 


I have never been blind to the valour 
and patriotism often displayed by persons 
in arms, as seems to be the case here. 
And can the Government afford to 
ignore the almost if not the wholly 
unanimous opinion of Indians of all 
shades of opinion ? India adores these 
men who are on their trial. No doubt the 
Government have overwhelming might 
on their side. But it will be a misuse of 
that power if it is used in the teeth of 
universal Indian opposition. It is not for 
me to say what should be done except 
that what is being done is not the way. 18 


The trial of I.N.A. men dramatised the whole 
situation and looked like “a trial of strength 
between the will of the Indian people and the will 
of those who hold power in India". The Indian 
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National Congress constituted a committee of 
lawyers including Bhulabhai Desai, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Shri Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
Dr. Kailash Nath Katju and others to defend the 
I.N.A. undertrials. Consequently many I.N.A. 
men escaped sure executions and punishments. 


Formation of I.N.A. and public reaction against 
the trial of I.N.A.-men, and the RIN mutiny of 
1946 drove home to the British authorities that 
they’could not any longer trust the loyalty of the 
Indian army and ‘people. As Hugh Toye observes 
“there can be little doubt that the Indian National 
Army, not in its unhappy career on the ‘battle 
field but in its thundering disintegration hastened 
the end of the British rule in India. The agitation 
which surrounded the I.N.A. trials turned the 
issue of independence of India into an instant 
buming question once more."!9 Professor R. C. 
Majumdar, in his book History of the Freedom 
Movement in India, Volume Ill refers to a 
reported statement of Lord Attlee who as Prime 
Minister had given freedom to India that while the 
Quit India movement had "minimal" bearing on 
the British decision to leave India, "the activities 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose" "weakened the 
| very foundation of the attachment of: the Indian 
land and naval forces to the British 
Goverment" ,20 
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Netaji and INA 
RBatabhadra Ghadai 


has Chandra Bose, a_ seminal 
Personality who does not fade away from the 
stirring pages of absorbing history drew global 
attention and built up enormous amount of 
popular international support and goodwill for the 
cause of India and colonised Indians. He was a 
rare man who created rare moments in the 
history of India in his short life of 48 years, 6 
months and 24 days. 


Formation of the Azad Hind Fauj, also known 
as the Indian National Army or INA is a startling 
event in the history of India's freedom struggle. 
Rash Behari Bose, an Indian revolutionary who 
had escaped from India and had been living in 
Japan for many years set up the Indian 
Independence League with the support of Indians 
living in the countries of South-East Asia, the 
League formed the INA from among the Indian 
Prisoners of war with the aim of liberating India 
from the British rule. General Mohan Singh, who 
had been an officer in the British Indian Army, 
played an important role in organising this army. 


In the meanwhile, Subhas Chandra Bose, who 
was under house arrest in India astonished the 


world by 
mysteriously _ dis- 
appearing from 
his house on the 
Elgin Road, 
Calcutta on 
January 26, 1941 
inspite of very 


heavy and round 
the clock vigil by 
the CID. 
According to Dr. 
R. C. Majumdar, 
"Bose's journey 
from Calcutta to 


Berlin, full of 
thrilling details, 
was a_historic 
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one, and its nearest parallel is the escape of 
Shivaji from the clutches of Aurangzeb". At Berlin 
he was received by Hitler's right hand man, 
Ribbentrop. His broadcasts from Berlin became 
extremely popular in India and_ British 
Goverment was literally scared. In Germany also © 
he raised free Indian units from the Indian pow's 
in Germany which formed the nucleus of Azad 
Hind Fauj. 


On the eastern fronts Japan met with 
unprecedented: success against the British. Rash 
Behari Bose and Captain Mohan Singh mobilised 
the Indian pow's there and 40,000 of them 
signed pledges to join the INA which was formally 
established on the 1st September, 1942. When 
Bose learnt about the Japanese victories in the 
far-east, he decided to make far-east as his base. 
Bose left Germany on the 8th February, 1943 
and taking a long 
and Perilous 
journey, first in a 
German U-Boat 


and then in a 
Japanese  Sub- 
marine, reached 


Tokyo in June, 
1943. From 
Tokyo he spoke 
on the radio of 
his resolve to 
launch an armed 
fight against the 


British from 
India's eastern 
borders. He 
landed in 
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Singapore on the 2nd July, 1943 and assumed the 
command of the Azad Hind Fauj. At Singapore he 
was given a hero's welcome. The overseas Indians 
knew that thelr Messiah had arrived to liberate the 
Motherland. 


On the 21st October, 1943 at Cathay Hall in 
Singapore, Bose proclaimed the formation of the 
provincial Government of Independent India (Azad 
Hind). Netaji went to the Andamans which had 
been occupied by the Japanese and hoisted the 
Flag of India. 


In early 1944, three units of the INA took part 
in the attack on the north-eastem parts of India to 
oust the British from India. Some soldiers of the 
INA entered Indian territory. According to Shah 
Nawaz Khan, one of the most prominent officers 
of the Azad Hind Fauj, the soldiers who had 
entered India laid themselves flat on the ground 
and passionately kissed the sacred soil of their 
motherland. However, the attempts to liberate 
India by the Azad Hind Fauj ended in smoke. 


Since Japan herself had become an imperialist 
country and had joined Germany and Italy in their 
wars of conquest. The Indian nationalist movement 
did not view the Japanese Government as a friend 
of India. Its sympathies were with the people of 
those countries which had fallen victims to Japan's 
aggression. Netaji, however, believed that with the 
help of the Azad Hind Fauj, supported by Japan, 


1 


ee 


and a revolt inside India, the British rule over 
India could be ended. 


The Azad Hind Fauj, the true slogan of ‘Delhi 
Chalo’ and the solution ‘Jai Hind’, was a source of 
inspiration to Indians inside and outside the 
country. Netaji rallied together the Indians of all 
religions and regions, living in South-East Asia for 
the casue of India's freedom. Indian women also 
played an important role in the activities of the 
freedom of India. A women's regiment of Azad 
Hind Fauj was formed, which was under the 
command of captain Lakshmi Swaminathan. It 
was called the Rani Jhansi Regiment. Thus,’ the 
Azad Hind Fauj became the symbol of unity and 
heroism to the people of India. Although Bose 
failed to achieve his mission, he has been 
enshrined in the memory of Indians for his 
single-minded devotion and unexampled sacrifices 
for the liberation of India and often declared, “It is « 
more honourable to be even a sweeper in free 
India than to hold the highest post under the 
British rule." The blaze of freedom left by Netaji is 
still buming and would continue to inspire 
freedom fighters all over the globe for all time to 
come. 
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INA and the Man of 
Destiny 


Kedarnath Mishra 


"Tne individual must die, so that the nation 
may live. Today I must die so that India may win 
freedom and glory”. It was an extract of a letter 
addressed by a detainee from the Presidency Jail, 
Calcutta to the Govemor of Bengal on 26 
November, 1940. The detainee was no other 


than Subhas Bose who played a crucial role 


during the last phase of Indian freedom struggle 
and left an imperishable testimony of his patriotic 
ideals. 


With the outbreak of Second World War in 
1939, the freedom struggle took a new tum. 
Gandhi was quite sure about the neutrality of the 
I.N.C. during the war though he was not hesitant 
to extend moral support to Britain. Subhas Bose, 
on the other hand, studied the internationa: 
Situation carefully and decided to start a fresh 
movement against British Imperialism with the 
help of the Axis powers. On this score, he had 
fundamental differences with Gandhi and Nehru. 
Moreover, the Indian National Congress was 


‘Sharply divided into two groups regarding the 


Policy to be adopted during the war towards the 
Allies and the Axis powers. ‘One group led by 
Gandhi and Nehru condemned the Fascist 
Powers and made a formal declaration that 
"India's sympathy is entirely on the side of 
democracy and freedom”. Bose however, pointed 
out that the Congress had since 1927 repeatedly 
declared that India should not co-operate in 
Britain's war, and that the Congress should now 
Put that policy into practice. However, he failed 
to convince Gandhi and finally quit the Congress. 


lied 
Bose subsequently formed a new party cal 

the Forward Bloc. Before he could proceed 
further, the British Government arrested him on 
2 July, 1940. On 5 December, he was released 


. ON medical ground despite strict patrolling by the 


Police he left Calcutta on 17 January, 1941 
Mysteriously and reached Kabul. Right from the 
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very beginning, he made up his mind to establish 
direct communication with the Axis powers. 
Accordingly, Bose flew from Moscow to Berlin on 
28 March, 1941. Hitler invited Bose for holding 
formal discussions regarding the future course of 
action. Throughout the deliberation Bose put 
forward three distinct Proposals namely 
broadcasting of anti-British Propaganda from 
Berlin ; raising "Free Indian" units from Indian 
prisoners of war in Germany and making joint 
Declaration of Indian Independence by the Axis 
powers. Hitler's representative Ribbentrop who 
participated in the discussion, later on informed 
Bose the absolute reluctance of Hitler to accept 
the third proposal. What made Bose Greatly upset 
was the use of Indian Legion by the Germans 
against Russia. 


The Pearl Harbour bombing by the Tojo 
Government of Japan in December, 1941 spread 
the war in the Far East. Shortly after it, Japanese 
Army made victorious march against-the Westem 
powers in South East Asia. Bose then decided to 
make South East Asia as the most befitting base 
of military operation against the British. A major 
step in this connection had already been taken by 
the great Indian revolutionary, Rash Behari Bose 
who had been living in exile in Japan since 1915. 
From 28 to 30 March, 1942, he organised a 
conference at Tokyo that passed a resolution to 
form an Indian National Army. Another 
conference was held in Bangkok from 15 to 23 
dune, 1941. Rash Behari Bose was elected 
Chaimfan. The conference declared the 
attainment of complete and immediate 
‘independence of India as its prime object. In 
addition, it passed thirty-five resolutions including 
One inviting Subhas Bose to East Asia. Subhas. 
Bose accepted the invitation of the Bangkok | 
Conference and left for Tokyo on 8 February, 
1943. Arriving at Tokyo on 13 dune, 1943, he 
was received by Tojo on the day after his arrival, 
Tojo subsequently made a declaration about India 
in the Diet : "Japan is firmly resolved to extend all 
means in ot jer to help to expel and eliminate 


from India the Anglo-Saxon influences which are } 


the enemy of the Indian people, and enable India 
to achieve full'Independence in the true sense of 
the term". 
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From Tokyo, Subhas Bose had a radio 
broadcast that underlined his iron-will of 
unleashing an armed confrontation against the 
British from India's eastem borders. It may be 
“noted that the nucleus of the India National Army 
of Azad Hind Fauz by then consisted of 40,000 
Indian prisoners of war. After the fall of 


Singapore on 15 February, 1942 Colonel Hunt, 
on behalf of the 


British Government, 
surrendered 40,000 
Indian prisoners of 
war to Major 
Fujiwara, a Japanese 
military Officer, who 
in his tum, handed 
them over to 
Captain Mohan 


Singh, the 
Commander-in-Chief 
of the ILN.A. 


On 4 July, 1943, 
Rash Behari Bose 
handed over the 


Two days after the formation of the Provisional 
Government, Bose broadcast the declaration of 
war on Britain and U.S.A. which was 


communicated to the world by San Francisco 
Radio. 


Premier Tojo of Japan complimented Bose as 
the head of the Provisional Government of Free 
India by 
announcing at 
the Greater 
East Asia con- 
ference held in 
November, 43 
the cession of 
Andaman and 
Nicober is- 
lands to the 
Provi }sional 
Government 
of Azad Hind. 
S.A. Ayer re- 
marks, "Thus 
the Provisional 


leadership of the 
Indian Independence Movement in East Asia to 
Subhas Bose, the Man of Destiny amidst five 
thousand Indians Tepresenting thirtyfive lakhs of 
Indian nationals spread all over East Asia. He 


make th 
long-cherished destination. lem aware of the 


the  Supr. 
Netaji reorganised th Peme Commander, 
Departments, Provisi 


Government 
acquired its 
first stretch of territory in Free India. 


Then came the most crucial phase of I.N.A.'s: 
military operation against the British India. 
Initially, Netaji had some differences with Field 
Marshal Count Terauchi, the commander of 
Japanese forces in South-East Asia. The latter 
refused to enlist the INA soldiers in the Japanese 
offensive campaign against British India and 
convinced Bose that the Japanese Army should 
do all that was necessary to liberate India. Bose 
could not keep quiet and said, “Any liberation of 
India secured through Japanese sacrifices is worse 
than slavery." Terauchi was stunned and he finally 
agreed to enlist the INA troops in the different 
units of the Japanese Army as irregulars, 


The LNA. was divid 
named after Gandhi, 
eve of LN.A's Indian ¢ 
fourth brigade that co 
Selected from. the fo) 
Called Subhas Brigad 


led into several brigades 
Azad and Nehru. On the 
ampaign, Bose formed the 
nsisted of the best soldiers 
ther three brigades. It was 
le and was placed under the 
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command of Shahnawaz Khan. In March, 1944, 
the I.N.A., reinforced by Japanese troops, 
besieged Imphal after crossing the Indo-Burma 
fomtier and hoisted the national Tricolour flag. 
Premier Tojo announced in the Diet that the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind would 
administer the occupied territory. 


Unfortunately, however, the I.N.A.'s campaign 
ended in failure. The British Army _ captured 
Rangoon in May, 1945 and imprisoned the I.N.A. 
troops. The policy of retreat followed by the 
Japanese Army added fuel to the fire. The final 
catastrophe came with Truman's decision to drop 
Atom Bomb in Japan and ‘the subsequent 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki tragedy in August, 1945, 
brought the enterprising episode of the Man of 
Destiny to an end. 


Netaji came back from Burma to Bangkok aa 
from there he flew to Tokyo in a twin-engined 
Japanese bomber that arrived safely at Taipei air 
Port at about 2 p.m. on 18 August, 1945. After 
launch, the plane left the air-port afid according to 
the Japanese official version, immediately after 
the plane had taken off, it caught fire. Netaji, 
reported to have been badly burnt, was removed 
to a hospital where he died that very night. 


The Japanese Official version became very 
much controversial. The Government of 
Free-India subsequently appointed a Commission 
of Inquiry which, in the long run, failed to unveil 
the reality. 


Though the direct outcome of the Man of 
Destiny's tryst with destiny fell short of the target, 
it nevertheless contributed immensely for fostering 
Psychological strength among the frustrated 
Indians especially after the failure of Quit-India 
Movement. Sumit Sarkar rightly remarks, “In 
assessinig the significance of the last phase of 
Subhas Bose's career, it is important to distinguish 
between immediate achievement and ultimate 
(and mainly psychological) impact". 


Therefore, specific references may be made to 
its ultimate impact on the final phase of India's 


freedom struggle. It is a fact that the 
non-communal composition of the I.N.A. did a 
great deal of damage to Jinnah's partition politics. 
The British Goverment committed the mistake 
of holding, the first I.N.A. trial in the Red Fort, 
Delhi in November, 1945 by putting on the dock 
three I.N.A. commanders namely P.K. Shehgal, a 
Hindu, Shah Nawaz Khan, a Muslim and GS. 
Dhillon, a Sikh. As a result, the Congress and the 
Muslim League came forward and demanded 
thelr acquittal. Even majority of the Muslims 
became critical about Jinnah "for keeping alive a 
controversy about Pakistan". Even more 
significant was the probable link, remarks Sumit 
Sarkar, "between the I.N.A. experience and the 
wave of disaffection in the British India Army 
during the winter of 1945-46, which culminated 
in the great Bombay naval strike of February, 
1946 and was quite possibly the single most 
decisive reason behind the British decision to 
make a quit withdrawal". 


Thus it may be reasonably concluded that the 
LN.A. spirit proved more effective against British 
imperialism than the I.N.A. in action and the 
mastermind behind it was the Man of Destiny 
whose place in Indian history is doubtlessly unique 
and unparallel. 
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Subhas Chandra 
Bose—RAi critic of 
Gandhism 


Dr. Roshanara Begum 


Suvnas Chandra Bose was the first person 
to address Gandhiji as the ‘Father of the Nation' 
and admired his adherance to truth, his relentless 
will and his — single-handed devotion. He 
acknowledged him as the greatest son of India. 
However, he could never become a Gandhian or 
a blind follower of the words and deeds of 
Gandhiji. Subhas was a political realist who did 
not appreciate the extreme idealism of Gandhi. 
This attribute made him the most vocal critic of 
Gandhism. | 


He was not a political philosopher in the 
traditional sense, but the significance of his 
Philosophy derives partly from its intrinsic worth 
and the fact of its distinction from Gandhian 
doctrine adopted by Congress Party. He was 
deeply involved in National politics of colonial 
India and concentrated all his energy in 
Overthrowing British tule from India. 


( resurgent extremist 
Nationalism of Bengal. His love for his country 


Member of Cong; 
fighting {or 


» Me only organisation 
Gandhi's leader: 


independen 
ship, ce, under 


- In his fj i 
with Gandhi, he wanted to ibe aes 
Successive stages of 


Plan lead; 
achievement of the freedom of ca 
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-failed to convince Subhas on how the struggle for 
independence should be conducted. Thus he was 
disillusioned of the Congress leadership. Subhas 
felt that Gandhi had confused political issues by 
engaging subtle ethical investigations into the 
Purity of motivations.’ He thought Gandhi's 
approach was irrational and as a realist he 
wanted to outline a rational chart of the political 
objectives of the nation and of the necessary 
means for their actualisation. Gandhi sought 
guidance from the voice of his conscience and 
believed in "one step is enough for me" whereas 


Subhas believed in diplomatic calculation and 
Political strength. 


Subhas argued that a spirit of militant 
nationalism is essential to rejunvenate Indians to 
acheiving freedom. Subhas believed in the 
non-violent path and mobilisation of the people 
for the cause of freedom, that is why he 
supported the Non-cooperation and 
Civil-disobedience Movement but its withdrawal at 
a crucial moment on the pretext of violence and 
the opportunist compromise was severely 
criticised. In his book "The Indian Struggle” he 
described the call of Gandhiji to put an abrupt 
end to the Non-Cooperation Movement as "The 
Dictator's decree". In his Opinion "To sound the 
Order of retreat just when public enthusiasm was 
§ point was nothing short of 4 
In an emotional conversatio" 
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with a British journalist Subhas described Gandhi 
"as an old and useless piece of furniture”. 


For him, Gandhi’ was merely a technique of 
action, but lacked any social philosophy. or 
programme of social revolution. He was not 
satisfied with mere political freedom. To Subhas, 


freedom is an all round freedom, a freedom for, 


the individual as well as for the society, freétdom 
for the rich as well as for the poor, freedom for 
men as well as women, freedom for all individuals 
and classes. He stood for socialist ideology and 
was a champion of the interests and aspirations 
of the working class. He was a prominent leader 
of the Left Wing of the Congress and for him 
Leftism has two phases, in the first phase it 
meant anti-imperialism as the primary task at that 
time was to end imperialism and win national 
independence. In the second phase, Leftism was 
to be synonymous with socialism. He stood for 
democracy but wanted to bind the party and 
Government by a military discipline. The rise of 
the Swaraj Party symbolised, according to him, a 
rational revolt against Gandhism. 


Still dreaming of an independent India while 
in sick-bed in his Calcutta residence 

In his analysis of end-means relationship, 
Subhas had fundamental differences _ with 
Gandhiji. To Gandhi, the means employed to 
achieve an end was.as important as the end itself. 
To achieve a noble end the means followed must 
be noble. Subhas with his all-consuming passion 
for the emancipation of India at the earliest 
advocated that the end was all important and it 
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did not matter by what means it was achieved. 
For him freedom of India was the spiritual’ goal 
which justified everything directed towards the 
achievement of that objective. While compromise 
and conciliation formed the essence of Gandhian 
philosophy, anti-compromise was the essence of 
Netaji's character. In the Calcutta Congress in 
1928, he opposed the Gandhi-sponsored 
compromise resolution that urged the Congress 
to adopt the Constitution (formed in the Nehru 
Report) that would have given to India a 
Dominion status within the British Empire. He 
was also critical of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact signed 
on 5th March, 1931, which Subhas described as 
exceedingly unsatisfactory and highly 
disappointing". He could see through the pact the 
deceptive attitude of the British politicians. 


During his first term as Congress President, 
Subhas had seemingly a cordial relationship with 
Gandhi, but the under-current of disagreement 
showed up with all its vehemence once Subhas 
decided to contest for a second term as Congress 
President. At Tripura session in 1939 Subhas 
again won the presidential election against. 
Gandhi's candidate Pattabhi Sitaramayya. 
However, his differences with Gandhi became 
very wide and ultimately he left the Congress and 
founded a new party, "The Forward Bloc". The 
party criticised the Congress leadership for 
unnecessary delay in giving a call for a mass 
movement, after the outbreak of World War-ll. 
But he realised the call for mass movement from 
Gandhi would be far more effective. Therefore, 
he met Gandhi in June, 1940 to request him to 
give a call for this struggle. But Gandhi was of the 
view that the time was not ripe for such an act. In 
1941, Subhas escaped from India to Germany to 
organise an armed: revolution ‘against -Britain. 
Belatedly Gandhi realised the futility of British 
promises and gave his famous ‘Quit India’ call on 
August 8, 1942. So he arrived at the same 
position which Subhas had advocated three years 
earlier and for which he had forced Subhas to go 
out of the office of Congress President. 


We remember the outlines of Subhas’ 
subsequent career he pursued his freedom 
struggle through the formation of Azad Hind 
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Forces (Indian National Army) which he fought in 
cooperation with the Japanese in South East Asia 
against Britain. Bose suddenly disappeared from 
the scene and his contribution to independence in 
1947 was indirect, though according to Michael 
Edwards, a’ British historian. "India owes more to 
Subhas than to any other man”. In fact, the 
military operations of Netaji smashed the 
backbone of British Imperialism in this country. 


Having scanned the political ideas of Subhas, it 
is not difficult to infer his Teasons for opposing 
Gandhi. In his "The Indian Struggle" he has given 


the following reasons for opposing Gandhi and his 
ideas. 


(a) Gandhi understood the character of his 
own countrymen but failed to understand 
the character of his opponents. 


) 


= 


Gandhi followed the policy of putting all his 
cards on the table and lacked the art of 
diplomacy which is so essential in a 
Political fight. 

() Gandhi had failed to make use of the 
intemational weapon for the struggle of 
India's liberation. Gandhi must have made 
an extensive tour of Europe and America, 
So felt Subhas, after the failure of the 


second Round Table Conference to rouse 
. World opinion 


But Gandhi re: 


(e) Gandhi desireg 


to 
role of the les prey 2 dual 


leader. of an ole—the 


enslaved people 
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and that of a world teacher who has a new 
doctrine to teach and this was responsible 
for his failure many a time. This duality 
made him at once the irreconcilable foe of 
the Englishman, according to Churchill and 

“the best policeman of the Englishman 
according to Miss Wilkinson. 


Subhas respected Gandhi, the man, admired 
and criticised Gandhi, the politician, Gandhi, 
Subhas felt had consciously and unconsciously 


exploited, weak elements in the mass psychology 
of the Indian People. 


Subhas was a realist, who admitted the 
greatness of. Gandhi but was quick to point out 
any inadequacy of his 
India to achieve 


spared no pains 


throughout their lives in the cause of India. Their 


heroic, gallant and unique ones, but the paths 
they followed differed widely. Subhas Chandra 
Bose's efforts constitute a saga of the alternative 
viglent revolutionary struggle_—_for Indian 
independence—one that not only paralleled the 
non-violent movement but even threatened to 
overwhelm it. After so many years of 
independence Subhas' contributions acted surely 
and sufficiently behind each and every major 
achievement of independent India. With the 
passage of time, his importance to India has 
grown rather than diminished. He is not merely a 
nationalist hero but a legend for the future. 
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A step towards a Sovereign State 


Issue of Postage 
Stamps by Netaji 
Subhas Chandra 
Bose 


Sahadeva Sahoo 


s he was not in favour of helping the 
British in their war efforts without an immediate 
grant or at least a declaration for grant of such a 
status soon, the British Government in India 
confined Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose under 
house arrest in Calcutta at the beginning of World 
War II (1939—1945). In fact when a war breaks 
out, everybody who might act as a fifth columnist 
is rounded up and kept in an observation camp 
by the Government, Netaji however escaped from 
his home-detention and reached Germany 
through Afghanistan and the USSR. The Axis 
powers realized his usefulness in the execution of 
their own plans and decided to help him. They 
planned his escape route. As Netaji wanted to 
raise a battle in the eastern front on his march to 
Delhi, the Axis powers found him handy in their 
strategy to weaken the British army in the 
Western fronts. He was first taken to Japan. After 
Singapore fell to the advancing Japanese army, 
he was taken to that city. 


Netaji reorganised the Indian National Army 
(INA), initially formed by Rashbehari Bose. He 
proclaimed the provisional Government of Azad 
Hind of Free India in Singapore on 21st October 
1943 and with his band of dedicated patriots in 


the INA, gave a mighty battle to the 


Anglo-American forces in the eastern frontier of 
the country in 1944-1945. The "Provisional 
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one of the glorious chapters of India's struggle for 
independence. 


Bearing in mind the postal needs of the 
territories to be liberated, before he left Germany 
for Japan, Netaji had placed an order for a set of 
ten stamps to be printed with the legend "AZAD 
HIND". These stamps, in face values of 1/2a. to 
Rs.3, had been designed by Wemer and Maria 
von Axster-Heudtlass, two  stamp-designers 
attached to the German Postal Administration, 
and were printed by the Reich Printing Plant in 
Berlin and also in Vienna branch. It is reported, 
‘AZAD HIND' currency notes had also been 
printed, but supplies of these were lost at sea 
when the ship in which they were being brought 
was sunk. : 


But for three of the denominations viz., a., la, 
and 21/ga., the Azad Hind’ stamps ‘were in the 
_nature of semi-postals, meant for use as a 
fund-raising measure for the ‘Free Government’, 
and had the values split into two parts—the first 
part indicating the postage and the second 
donations to the fund. 


Government of Azad Hind" (or Free India) was | Nay. 


formed in Singapore on 21st October, 1943. 


The formation of the Indian National Army later i @ 


with thousands of Indian soldiers held by the 
Japanese as prisoners of war, and its heroic 
battles with Anglo-American forces on the 
country's eastern border in 1944-1945 constitute 
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Inscription 


imperforate, except the highest denomination, 
which is known in imperforate form only. 


: ‘AZAD HIND', perforate and 


1/a. Green (Farmer) 

la. Camrin (Farmer) 

la.+1a. Brown (Soldier) 

2a.+2a. Red (Farmer) 

2.1/pa. Orange-red (Woman with Chakra) 
2.1/oa.4+2.1/oa. Blue (Woman with Chakra) 

3a. Rose (Nurse) 

8a.+12a. Violet (Map & Broken Chain) 

12a.+1r, Magenta (Map & Broken Chain) 

Ir.+2r. Black (Soldiers with Flag)—INA insignia 
1r.+2r. Black and Orange (Soldiers with Flag) 
1r.+2r. Black, Orange & Green (Soldiers With Flag) 
In all 2 milion 


stamps are reporter 
higher denominati 


ee 


a. 


=. < 
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colour combinations. The same considerations 
might have weighed heavily in dropping 
perforations in the production of the lower 
denomination stamps in the series, later printings 
were without perforations, and the Rs.1+Rs.2 
issue was produced only in imperforate form. 


Rapid advance of Japanese army through 
Burma, now Myanmar brought in the fear that it 
might not be possible to bring in stocks of the 
stamp printed in Germany in time for the final 
march of INA across the Indian border, Netaji had 
two new stamps hurriedly printed in Rangoon. 
These were in the denominations of 'l pice’ and "I 
anna’ and featured a comer of the Red Fort in 
Delhi. The two stamps carried the inscription 
CHALO DELHI in over sized letters and ‘Azad 
Hukumate Azad Hind, Provisional Government of 
Free India’. A slogan 'CHALO DELHI', became 
part of the postage stamps. Both the 


denominations are seen in two sizes and different 
papers. 


Illustrations of Chalo Delhi stamps : 


(a) Large size : 33X36 mm, chalky paper 
Inscription : 'Govt.'; perforate only 
1 pice) Both the denominations are known 
Printed in 9 colours. viz, violet, maroon, blue 
Janna) blue-back, ultramarine,deep green, 
yellow-green, Orange and red. 
(b) Small size : 18x93 mm.; Very soft greyish 
Wove paper, 
(i) Inscription; ‘Govt.’ 
Government (full word) 


(ii) Inscription 
In the design with 


inscripti 


* Dee * 


eel 


eo 
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1 pice (violet), 1 pice (violet) 
1 anna (green) 1 anna (green) 


It may be mentioned that in format and colour 
‘CHALO DELHI' stamps resemble to those of the 
Japanese occupation stamps of Burma printed in 
Rangoon. The 'CHALO DELHI’ stamps might 
have come from the same printers. There are 
numerous counterfeitings. Some critics suggest 
that these were probably essays and trial prints, 
the type finally accepted for printing being the 
ones in the small size. This could be the case in 
the hectic days of the war when stricter control 
over a simple matter like stamp printing was not 
warranted. 


As ill-luck would have it, the INA failed in its 
mission to liberate the country, and had to 
withdraw from the Manipur border. After its 
surrender, the ‘CHALO DELHI’ stamps fell into 
the hands of the Allied occupation forces, and 
finally came into the stamp-market. ‘AZAD HIND! 
stamps never reached the INA Headquarters. 
Towards the end of the War, the entire stocks of 
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the stamps was reportedly brought by a German 
stamp-dealer from the printers, and it was 
through him that the stamps found their way to 
the other stamp-dealers, and then to stamp 
collectors. A few of the lower denominations of 
the 'AZAD HIND' issues are also known to have 
been counterfeited. ° 


While none of issues in the ‘AZAD HIND'series 
of stamps is known used through the postal 
service, a small number of the ‘CHALO DELHI' 
issues; in the smaller size are reported to have 
been used in the border areas of the-then 
Manipur State, temporarily occupied by the 
Indian National Army, before it finally withdrew 
into Burma and surrendered. In 1945 when the 
Russians captured Vienna, 80,000 sets of Azad 
Hind stamps were found there and the Russian 
Amny received the stock. 


Agriculture Production Commissioner, 
Government of Orissa, 
Bhubaneswar, 
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An unpublished letter-of Subhas C. Bose written to 
Shri Purna Chandra Bose, trade union leader and the-then 
Secretary of Oriya Labour Union, Calcutta 
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EE eldest son of Shri P. C. Bose. 
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The Ambassador of Russia to India Mr. Anatoll M. Drukov and the Consul General of 
Russia at Calcutta Mr. S. S. Gavrikov calling on Hon'ble Governor of Orissa 
Shri G. Ramanujam at Raj Bhawan on 2-1-1996. 


and Science &Technology Shri Prasanna Kumar Dash 

P. R. Shri Netrananda Mallick attended the State Level 

f Maharaja ShriRama Chandra Bhanja Deo held at 
Soochana Bhavan. 


Minister, Environment 
Minister of State, I. & 
birth anniversary function o 


ay 


Chief Minister Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik speaking at the 44th Senior Police Officers’ 
Conference held at Cuttack on 18-12-1995. 


Deputy Chief Mini i 
ochana Bhavan ae temanand Biswal relea 


Louis Marquesi Award is being conferred on Chief Minister, 
Shri J. B. Patnaik in the 34th Annual General Body Meeting of the Round Table India at 
Hotel Kalinga Ashoka on 31-12-1995. 


———— 


Minister of State, I. & P. R. Shri Netrananda Mallick addressing a meeting organised by 
Samanta Chandrasekhar Smruti Parishad on 15-12-1995. ea 


ik i ing "SHY/ fe ted by 
i ini i k inaugurating "SHYAMA gan’ presente 
vod eroeee RENE in aid of iiss State Bharat Scouts & Guides at 
Ste ana Seochana Bhavan on 24-12-1995. 
« ‘ 


Shri Netranan: 


da Mallick, Minister of State, 1. & PR, an 
Shri Jagannath Rout, Minister of S 
an B 


d 
tate, Health & Family Weltare going round the 4t4 
Indian Human Bureau Exhibition held at Soochana Bhavan on 23-12-1995. 


i inister Shri J. B. Patnaik and Union Minister of State for Industries ; | 
Shri Paes ae are participating in the Eastern Regional Conference on Industrial 
Strategies for Substantial Employment at Hotel Kalinga Ashoka on 29-12-1995. 


| participants of All India Body Building Championship are in the com any of 
Stoner Midleter Shri J. B. Patnaik; Minister of State for Sports , Shri S. K.Rautreys 
Minister of State, Panchayati Raj Shri Nabin Chandra Narayan Das and Youth Congress 
leader Shri Santosh Kumar Mohanty in a special meet held at Baulagada Club, Old Town, 
a Bhubaneswar on 23-12-1995. 


ief Mini iJ. B. Patnaik 
i India Mr. A. M. Drukov called Meee Minister Shri J 
Pee ERE at the Secretariat on 31-12-1995. 


‘Shri Harihar Swain, 


i Minister, Works inau 
Celebration of O.S.A,P (7th 


i dation day 
gurating the 16th foun 
eae eth Bat.). Minister of State, Urban Development 
Shri Amarnath Pradh 


adhan is also Present on the occasion. 


Hon'ble Governor of Orissa Shri G. Ramanujam speaking at the workshop on 
‘Image Orissa’ organised by Orissa Press Club in collaboration with VIRGO 
at Hotel Swosti on 15-12-1995, 


Shri Nabin Chandra Narayan Das, Minister of State, Panchayati Raj 
inaugurating the Orisa Union of Working Journalists' Seminar at 
Surya Mandap, Dhenkanal on 16-12-1995, 


Shri S. B. Mishra, Additional Chief Secretary, 
Shri S. D, Kulkarni, Chief Executive Officer and M. D., Larsen & Toubro 
MOU in the presence of:Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik on 20-12-19) 

Hall of Secretariat to set up an Integrated Steel Plant at 


Government of Orissa and 


Ltd., signing an 
95 in the Conference 
Gopalpur. 


Chief Minister Shri J.B Patnaik inau ing i i 
-B. gurating a National Semina 
Sculpture and Epigraphs Organised by Department of History, 


Vani Vihar on 3-1-1996 
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The Great Patriot 


Subhas Chandra 
Bose abode 
Miss Jayashree Tripathy 


SS iis Chandra Bose is one of the 
prominent architects of Indian nationalism and 
freedom, His role in the Indian national 
movement was surely a unique one. He’ spared 
no pains throughout his life in the cause of the 
motherland. Probably, no other freedom fighter 
equals him in his sufferings and sacrifices. His 
whole life was dedicated to the service of the 
nation, He was a patriot par excellence. Netaji 
was the first to make use of international fora and 
the help of foreign governments for achieving 
India's independence. He mobilised both human 
and maieria! resources to fight the British to free 
his motherland. He spent about 9 years in jail. He 
sacrificed the luxuries of life and tendered his 
resignation from the I.C.S. His goal was not one 
of getting into L.C.S. but the realisation of the 
truth ie. Atmano Mokshartham Jagaddhitaya 
Cha" As a great patriot, he thought it to be an 
insult to serve an alien masier. 


Bose's acceptance of Deshbandhu Chittaranjan 
as his political Guru was the surrender to a man 
who was totally dedicated to’ the cause of Indian's 
deliverance. The exile in Burma from 1924 to 
1927 was the first major turning point in Netaji's 
patriotic career, in that it saw the transformation 
of a lieutenant to a leader. His sponsoring the 
Independence Resolution in the historic session at 
Calcutta Congress in opposition to Mahatma 
Gandhi was the first demonstration of his being 
ahead of his times and of his contemporaries. He 
went a step further in 1929, by his call for a 
parallel government and mobilisation of peasants 
and workers. 


The second major turming point came during 
his enforced exile in Europe from 1933 to 1936. 
It was the transformation of a leader into 
Statesman, who communicated with World 
leaders on vqual terras and who judged his 


£, 
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country's prospects and interests in terms of the 
interplay of world forces in peace or at war. 


Netaji was twice elected as the President of 
Congress. But his intense love for motherland, his 
desire to free motherland at the earliest 
opportunity did not allow him to compromise his 
principles with other leaders of National 
Congress. His deep patriotism compelled him to 
choose a career of adventurous hard 
life—unparalleled in the history of freedom 
struggle of any country in the world. 


His sensational escape from India in 1941 was 
the logical and ultimate step in the development 
of his patriotic life. He contacted first the Italian 
authority, then the German and _ finally the 
Japanese. He did it all single handed without any 
funds. His role in organising the historic I.N.A, 
(Indian Nationa! Army) and LLL. (Indian 
Independence League) constitutes the important 
phase in his struggle for national freedom. In 
these capacities he rose to the apex of his carrier 
as a patriotic freedom fighter. He organised the 
provisional goverment of free India. The 
provisional government of Azad Hind gave to the 
Indian people first taste of independent 
Statehood. Nehrue remarked "the I.N.A. trials 
roused the political consciousness of the whole 
country and brought independence sooner". 


Bose was born with a mission for his life. He 
worked for it, he awakened the nation to it and 
died for it. Gandhi paid rich tributes to Bose 
when he admired him as the 'Patriot of Patriots’ 
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‘the greatest leader’ and ‘second 
to none’ in a conversation with 
Louis Fischer in 1942, while 
inaugurating the Quit India 
Movement. 


He is a_ great patriot, 
because he said "The individual 
must die, so that the nation 
may live—Today I must die so 
that India may live and may 
win freedom and glory. He 
wrote in his Political 
Testament, lo my 
countrymen I say, forget not 
that the greatest curse for a 
man is to remain a_ slave. 
Forget not that the grossest 
crime is to compromise with 
‘injustice and wrong. Remember the etemal 
law—you must give life, if you want to get it. And 
remember that the highest virtue is to battle against 
inequity, no matter what the cost may be". 


In fine, Netaji Subhas Chandra proved a worthy 
son of the soil, his contribution to our liberation 
Was great and significant, He has become a 
legendary figure, ever inspiring the nationalistic 
spirit and patriotism, He has become an ideal hero 


to the Indian youth. Generation after generation 
will remember him for his patriotic zeal. 


REFERENCES : 


1. Netaji—a Pictorial Biography Edited by Sisir 


Kumar Bose. Birendra Nath Si 
h ha, 
Publishers, Pvt. Ltd., 1984. ae 


2. 


January, 1996 


Budding Netaji in the company of his parents and! brothers 
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Netaji Subhas Bose 
and a new world 
peace order 


Brajamohan Samantray 


Dre role and relevance of Netaji's ideas in 
India are worth reading and probing. Jn the 
chapters of history, very few Indian leaders have 
left their indelible footprints upon the sands of the 
time. Subhas Chandra Bose was, magnificently, 
reckoned as one of the solemn figures, singled 
out as the only revolutionary patriot of our 
country. His struggle fot the Independence of 
India was a life work and a legacy for succeeding 
generations to come. 


Subhas Bose's political ideas could not claim 
originality nor could Gandhijis on proper 
scrutiny. Subhas was intrinsically and deeply 
influenced by the philosophical idealism of Swami 
Vivekananda, Bankim Chandra ‘and his 
Headmaster of his school, Beni Madhav Das. 
During his College days in the Presidency 
College, he was influenced by the revolutionaries 
in early two years. Later he switched over to the 
group and believed in spiritualism. Aurobindo's 
Novel conception ‘the spiritual enlightenment’ 
convinced Subhas that ‘Spiritual enlightenment’ 
was necessary for effective national service. 
‘Karma or Action-oriented' philosophy of 
Vivekananda deeply inspired Subhas throughout 
his life. Shankar's doctrine of ‘Advaita and Maya' 
had an impact upon him. It is really significant 
that Subhas could maintain a harmonious balance 
between ‘Spiritualism and Materialism’, 
corresponding to religion and politics, but did 
never confuse the two. It is a comprise between 
the two. It is more astounding that he could 
understand the sphere of ‘Dualism and Monism' 
fairly well and applied them in practical life and 
politics properly. 


Subhas really found a miserable lack of clarity 
in the Gandhian line of freedom struggle. He 
presented an alternative leadership to that of 
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Gandhiji. Rather than Gandhiji, he was more 
impressed with C. R. Das and adored him as his 
‘Political Guru’. Subhas thought that the right 
course for India was violent and non-violent both, 
Resistance within, Armed struggle without and 
International diplomacy’. 


During twenties it was not possible to wage or 
launch a violent struggle, but the situation has its 
own play with change later. After he resigned 
from Congress Presidency and on the eve of the 
second world war, he opined and suggested that 
the country would not be made free only through 
an international non-violent struggle, but would 
go in for ‘Armed Struggle’ both internally and 
externally. 


Subhas had the opinion that in the struggle for 
freedom, a successful pragmatism was far better 
even morally, than pure idealism—without any 
chance of success. 


It goes without saying that Subhas Chandra is 
the father of Indian leftism. Leftism had a 
significant base on his political ideas and meant 
first an ideal and programme to secure ‘National 
Independence’ . He felt that Non-violence should 
be supplemented by two other techniques 
(i) Diplomacy, (ii) International propaganda. As 
good as Vivekananda, Subhas bore an 
exaggerated dose of Ahimsa to be responsible for 
the decline of India. He had to glorify Nationalism 
as an encouraging and persisting method to know 
and awake the people. 


Netaji visualised a planned economy for India, 
He projected his socio-economic objective as : 
(A) Elimination of poverty, un-employment, 
illiteracy, disease, and emancipation of the Indian 
people from all sorts of exploitation and 
injustice—in-equality—social, _ economic and 
political (B) Building up India on a thoroughly 
modernised system. Economic Realism, was an 
essential element in Economic planning. India 
would be re-constructed and built up as a 'New 
and modem nation without ignoring and 
despising our culture and heritage of days yore. It 
is for that only we needed modem industries; a 
modem army all those things necessary to 
preserve our existence and freedom. 
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Netaji put importance to agriculture and 
industrial development of the country equally. He 
desired to build up a new social structure on the 
basis of village communities of the past. 


It is the eighteenth century German analysis 
Which was bor in India much earlier. It appealed 
Subhas most to approach the reality and 
absolutism. He applied this method in 
politi-economics too. He believed in the concept of 
Progressive evolution, His ideas were the products 
of a scientific and tuthlessly objective analysis of his 


historical situations and tempered by the direct and 
continuous revolutionary experience, 


Though a Supporter of socialist ideology, Bose 
Was not an orthodox Marxist; this was because of 
his deep roots in the Hindu Spiritualist Philosophy. 


It wrangles the mind of j 
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Netaji with freedom fighters of Orisso— 
Rojkrishna Bose, Bhagirathi Mohapatra, 
Pandit Lingaraj Mishra, Dr, Abhinna 
Chandra Rao and Jadumani Mangaraj and 
others. 


While believing in se 


cularism he opposed the 
Appeasement Policy and Communal award. 
Communalism was not the product of Indian 


History, but a shrewd Creation of British 
administration. 


Netaji had visualised the growth of two 
super-powers much earlier. He opted India to be 
non-aligned. His foreign policy was purely 
Nationalist. His philosophy on the International 
order was to maintain peaceful co-existence, 


mutual aid and assistance, 


He wanted compulsory education to be linked 
with national ideals. India had to preserve her own 
effulgent culture and heritage and with this end in 
view, India had to boycott the educational 
institutions, patterned with British pattern, which 
were under the British influence. 


Among the national leaders and the daring 
revolutionaries who have _ left behind _ their 
outstanding contributions in the struggle for Indian 


Independence, the role of Netaji has been most 
thrilling, 
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The Last Four Years 
of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose 


J. K. Tripathy 


Dre last four years. of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, the great warrior of India's fredom 
struggle, famed for courage, wisdom and ability to 
inspire the people of India would be remembered 
for ever. His death in 1945, the events of his 
revolutionary work in Europe and East Asia, 
through which the lone and mighty Indian strove 
his way resolutely towards his goal, must have 
surprised his critics. Subhas Bose escaped from 
India in January, 1941. The exile was almost for 
five years and ended in the first week of July, 
1944, 


On 27th January 1941 Subhas arrived in 
Kabul and wanted to go to Germany for their 
help. The German Embassy in Kabul helped him 
in assuring protection from the German 
legislation and advised him to hide himself from 
the’ British. Subhas Bose changed his name to 
Maharnmad Ziauedin and turned to be a Kabuli to 
achieve the goal. The Government of Russia 
advised him to pass through Moscow by air in 
disguise using some one's passport. The Mussolini 
government in Rome helped him and offered 
shelter in the name of Orlando Mazzotta. 
However he entered Germany in June 1940 and 
was encouraged by Hitler for his victory. During 
that period Subhas visited Geneva repeatedly and 
requested the representatives of peace committee 
to save India from slavery. Soon after the 
downfall of Hitler he wanted td enter Soviet 
Russia through one of his nephew Sisir Bose but 
Russia had closed his doors for him and he was 
caught redhanded by the Britishers and kept in 
the British prison for two years. This happened 
on 18th March 1941. 


The Nazi pafty of Hitler touched the emotion 
of Subhas who believed that. the organised force 
of violence would be more effective to achieve 
freedom. The slogan was ‘England's danger is 


Ba . 


India's opportunity’. To implement the slogans he 
visited France, Italy, Ireland, Austria, Poland, 
Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria and Turkey. During 
his stay in Europe, he studied the history of Italy 
and special method of training of soldier he had 
to contact a youth organisation in Checoslovakia, 
called Sokil, where a Polish regiment was under 
training and preparing for freedom from Czar 
rule. The Irish revolution had a great bearing in 
his mind. The secret sub-marine voyage of 
Sir Roger casement and the planning of 
armament influenced him to implement in case of 
freedom movement in India. Subhas despatched 
many dangerous arms secretly to India for their 
utilisation in freedom movement though the 
British agent had a sharp eye on his activities. 
Subhas had to closely watch the British 
intelligence while despatching the secret arms to 
India. His activities in Germany attracted the 
attention of the government as he was a British 
subject after all. His bravery and approach to the 
cause of India impressed the then British 
Secretary, Lord Zetland. . 

Subhas prepared a memorandum containing 
5,000 words on 9th April 1941 in order to 
present it in the foreign office at Berlin. The 
memorandum had six points. 1. Work in Europe 
2. Work in Afghanistan, 3. Work in_ tribal 
territory, 4. Work in India, 5. Financial 
arrangements, 6. Military air planes for smashing 
Britain power in India. The memorandum was led 
with an explanatory note in 7 points, 1. Lesson 
in World War (1914 to 1918), 2. Future of 
British Empire as considered by us, 3. Importance 
of India in British Empire, 4. Some aspects of 
British diplomacy in the present war, 5. The 
attitude of the Indian people in the present war as 
compared with their attitude in the First World 
War, 6. The military position of India today, 
7. The Importance of India of the Japanese 
foreign policy. As a whole the memorandum 
explained the danger of living Britain in the 
possession of Indian Empire even after defeat. 


The Azad Hind Centre was ceremonially 
inaugurated on 2nd November 1941, Six 
decisions were taken at the first phase, 1. The 
name of the movement was to be the Azad Hind 
or Free India, 2. The name of the organisation in 
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Europe named as Azad Hind Centre, 3. The the following members. 1. Subhas Chandra 
National Anthem was to be Jana Gana Mana, 4. Bose—Head of the State, Prime Minister and 
Emblem of the movement was to be tri-colour Minister of War, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
with a springing tiger, 5. Prescribed greeting Supreme Commander of the Indian National 
among Indians was to be Jai Hind, 6. The title for Army. 2. Capt. Miss Laxmi—Minister, Womens’ 
Subhas Chandra Bose was to be Netaji. Welfare, 3. S. A. Ayer—Minister of Publicity and 

The Azad Hind Centre produced soldiers in its Propaganda, 4. Lt. Col. A. C. 
first batch ahd sent them to Franken Burg. The  Chatterjee—Minister of Finance 5. Lt. Col Aziz 
oath was administered by a German commander Ahmed, Lt. Col. N. S. Bhagat, 6. Col. J. K. 
in presence of Subhas as follows—'l swear by Bhomsle, Lt. Col. Gulzar Singh, Lt. Col. M. Z. 
God this holy oath that I will obey the leader of. Kiani, Lt. Col. A. D. Loknathan, Lt. Col. Ehsan 
the German State and people Adolf Hitler as Qudir, Lt. Col. Shah Nawaz (All were 
command of the German Armed Forces in the Tepresentatives of the Armed Forces) A. M. 
fight for the freedom of Indfa in which fight our Sahay—Secretary (with Ministerial rank 
leader is Subhas Chandra Bose and that as a 7. Ras Behari 


Bose—Supreme Advisor 
brave soldier I am willing to lay down my life for 8. Karim Gani, Debnath Das, D. M. Khan, 
this oath”, 


A. Yellappa, J. Thiby, Sardar Ishar Singh 
The Indian Independent league had a great (Advisors), 9. A. N, Sarkar—Legal Advisor. 


friendship with the militant of Japan and by the 
endless efforts of Subhas there was a joint was to launch and conduct the struggle for 
memorandum with similar objectives and expulsion of the British rule from the soil of India. 
Co-Operation between India and Japan to see It guaranteed a permanent National government 
their independence and sovereignty contributing in future in accordance with the will of the Indian 
Peace, freedom and Prosperity in the South East people. It guaranteed religious liberty, equal 
Asian Zone, where joint venture started with a opportunity, equal rights of citizens for India. It 
Prime manifesto to struggle aganist the British to declared the prosperity of whole nation, 

make India free quick as possible. As per the 


Subhas began the ceremony by taking oath of 

agreement J 

“military and feral ped to ahs oe allegiance. He was charged emotionally and 

Military a ate ¥ Co-operation. The Japanese began to pray in the name of God, "I take this 
! uthorities organised ‘Fugiwara’ to ; : : 

Co-Operate the Azad Hind regiment to attack sacred oath that to liberate India and 38 crores of 


*sainst the hostilities of the British Army. The MY Countiymen, 1 Subhas Chandra Bose, will 
Magnanimity of ; 


The Prime task of the Provisional government 


continue the sacred war of ‘freedom till the last 

accepted by the ean, Wo, ee? breath of my life. I shall always remain a servant 
Signed by Colonel} Tamura. The ae Pe Eee of India and look after the welfare of 38 crores of 
Japan was under the name of Misia, a Indian brothers and sisters. This shall be for me 
On October 21st 1943 th rae the highest duty. Even after winning freedom ! 
Sovemment of free India was ae will always be prepared to shed the last drop of 
at eth ten members in Athen ni ‘ny blood for the preservation of India's freedom". 

ve : 

oa yas this provincial The great patriot who kindled the spirit of 
Independence movement had nd, the Indian freedom movement in his own soil and abroa 
Conditions | success Te allthe pre © was no more to taste the flavour ¢ 
things—a National Arm © two important independence, India won but the slogan of this 
government to. leaq 3s Ney a National heroic epoch still rings in the minds of evelY 


necessary for Indi 
revolution in dif 
Provisional gove 
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citizen forthwith ‘Inquilab Zindabad’, 
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, Was discussed 


Netaji's Last 
Disappearance 
Dr. Nikhilanand Panigrahy 


TWFnere might be Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose now ? 


Nobody is sure about it. Even people are not 
sure whether he is dead and if so, when, where 
and how he might have lost his life. ~ 


The Government of India in the past had 
constituted two Commissions, headed by Shah 
Nawaz Khan (1955) and G. D. Khosla (1970) to 
enquire into this mystery. Both had concluded 
that he might have been killed in an air-crash. But 
the country is not prepared to accept this 
shocking view. During the late seventies when 
Morarji Desai was the Prime Minister, the matter 
in the Parliament. At that time 
Mr. Desai came out with the view that it was 
difficult on the part of Government to accept the 
versions of the Commission as conclusive. 


In fact, the mystery surrounding Netaji's 
Suspected death has been elusive so far. Some 
members of the Indian National Army (INA) are 
Sure that Netaji lost his life during a plane-crash at 
Taihoka in Taiwan on 18th August, 1945, on his 
way from Saigon to Soviet Union. Such a view 
has been supported by the assertions, made by a 
Japanese Doctor Taneyoshi Iyosini, who is said to 
have treated him, when he was suffering from 
fatal injuries due to the said plane-crash. In the 
Teports published recently in two Calcutta 
Magazines, Dr. Iyosini has categorically stated 
that Netaji was brought in a stretcher to the 
hospital for treatment at about 3 P.M. on 
18-8-1945 in serious condition. Immediately he 
Was rushed into the surgical ward and eight 
Medical personnel treated him expeditiously. At 
that time his condition was critical a: his 
body-temperature was 39C. and pulse beat 120. 
Even though he was in his senses” his entire body 


| .Was completely burnt and there was almost no 


chance of his survival. Anyway, he was properly 
bandaged and administered with two Vitamin 


>, 
\ 
3 


a 


47 


injections. However at about 7 P.M. he lost his 
senses and did not respond to any treatment. At 
10 P.M. he breathed his last. Dr. lyosini wrote 
the death-certificate of Netaji in his own 
hand-writing. Next morning’ Habibur Rahaman, 
an associate of Netaji, carried away the dead body 
with him. 


Whatever may be the truth behind this report, 
recently three Indian researchers have expressed 
the view that Netaji might have escaped ‘from the 
plane-crash and arrived at Moscow, as per the 
records available in Russia. Such a finding is also 
gaining credence, if we look at the biographical 
sketch of Netaji's past years. In 1941, during 
Second World War, Netaji was arrested by the 
British Government of India and was put into jaii. 
However when his health deteriorated he was 
kept under house-arrest at Calcutta in his own 
residence. At that time Ras Behari Bose, who 
was staying in Japan, leamt about this. He 
hatched a secret and immaculate plan to release 
Netaji from detention. Accordingly he sent a team 
of seven Japanese citizens in a plane to meet 
Netaji at Calcutta. Three of the Japanese met 
Netaji at his residence, which was well-guarded by 
British Police. Netaji exchanged his dress with 
one of these Japanese guests and left his 
residence in disguise alongwith the other two 
Japanese, leaving behind the third Japanese as a 
substitute for him, in his residence. Thus he could 
escape from detention, by hoodwinking the 
British guards. Later on the third Japanese in 
Hindu uniform also left the house without 
creating any suspicion in the minds of the Btitish. 
After his miraculous escape from the city of 
Calcutta, Netaji reached Germany via Kabul and 
had a meeting with Hitler relating to the matters 
for India's independence. Historians say that 
“Netaji’s journey from Calcutta to Berlin was a 
historic one and its nearest parallel is the escape 
of Shivaji from the clutches of Aurang Zeb." So it 
appears Netaji might have escaped into Moscow 
from Saigon via Taihoka. 


_ It is a fact that the issue of Netaji’s death 
carried emotional overtones for all the Indians, 
There had been sharp reactions from many 
quarters, when it was announced that the ashes 
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of Netaji have been preserved in the Renkojt 
Temple at Tokyo. Such a claim has been refuted 
by Mr. Samar Guha, an ex M.P. of Forward Bloc, 
as he maintains that the alleged ashes actually 
belong to Isme Okura—a Japanese soldier. 
Further some relatives of Netaji, including 
Smt. Lalita Bose, have appealed to the Netaji 
Birth Centenary Committee, not to bring the 
alleged ashes from Tokyo unless it has been 


conclusively proved that they actually belong to 
Netaji. 


Under these circumstances, appropriate 
scientific methods should be applied to resolve 
this issue. However it is reported that Mr. Chitta 
Basu, the General Secretary of Forward Bloc, 
would prefer an Indian research team to visit the 
War-museums in Russia, USA, England, Japan 
and some South Asian countries and collect 
relevant facts in this matter without any delay. 
Mr. Basu further maintains that right now such a 


step could be more appropriate to settle this 
issue, 


This is a very sensitive matter, since the Netaji 
Birth Centenary year is around the corer. Hence 
Netaji's supposed death should be investigated 
very carefully but Promptly; and in a 
non-controversial manner. Probably _ scientific 


investigation of the ashes would provide the 
Correct solution, 


period, 
experimentation, 


Nepoleon died in 
after being exiled to 
the British in 1815. 


as ith, 
tuberculosis, tie a 
ne an 
‘sh doctors, after 


internal organs, 


malaria, even Poisioning 
enemy. However a team of Br 


dissecting and examining his 
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concluded that he died of cancerous ulcer of the 
stomach. Inspite of this medical report, 
controversy regarding Nepoleon's death persisted. 


Later on, a chemical analysis of a lock of hair 
of Nepoleon, which had been preserved since the 
day of postmortem of his body revealed that he 
died of arsenic-poisioning. It was established that 
this poisioning has not been made by any enemy, 
but by the green-patterned wall-papers, which 
had been used to decorate the Longwood House 
in St. Helena where Nepolean lived in exile 
Dr. David Jones, a British chemist, took a sample 
of the alleged wall-paper and subjectived it to 
chemical test. As the wall-paper contained 
Scheele's Green, its properiy of 
arsenic-poisioning could not be ruled cut. In fact, 
in the damp, humid living room of Nepoleon, its 
Poisioning effect was quite intense. Thus it was 
concluded that a non 
hastened the ‘death’ of Nepoleon and no human 
being actually conspired to kill him. It is due to 
this reason that in 1950's, the bedroom at Rome 
of Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce, US ambassador to 
Italy, was redecorated by removing such 
dangerous Scheele's Green Wall papers—the evil 


effects of which were unknown to the people till 
then. 


-human enemy really 


It may be mentioned that an event, very much 
similar to that of Netaji's disappearance during 
air-travel, tock place on 15th December, 1944, 
The reputed American band leader ‘Glenn Miller 
was asked by Gen Eisenhower to conduct some 
concerts for the troops in Europe. Even though 
the day was very foggy, Miller ventured to take up 
the trip and boarded an ill-equipped Norseman 
air-plane. Unfortunately he never arrived at his 
destination in Europe. Till now, there have been 


Several conjectures regarding his mysterious 
disappearance on board. Some say, he was 
murdered 


Ya pre-planned design of on 
black-marketeer. others say that even though he 
Met with a serious accident he escaped by @ 
stroke Of luck and is still living in some 
oe tee Course, with a charred body dU 
© the air-crash injuries. However Fred Sha” 
ec ee ROuaL Air Farce) navigator believ 


that Miller Must have lost his life due to 
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Subhas is still reminiscent 
Cuttack. The pic captures 


bombardment when a British squadron jettisoned 
its 4,000 pound bomb load in a particular area of 
the English Channel, where unfortunately Miller's 
air-plane was flying at that time. 


Anyway the riddle of the mysterious 
disappearance of the American hero, Glenn Miller, 
Still remains unresolved. However had any remains 

Of Glenn Miller found, this mystery could have 
been solved by the modem scientific techniques. 


In fact science has the rare ability of unravelling 
the past accurately, even if some minor evidence is 
made available to it. In this context, it would be 
Pertinent to quote an incident which has been a 
centre of controversy since 1356. Geoffrey de 
Chamy, a French nobleman, once produced a 
Piece of cloth with red-marks claiming that it 
Contained the blood-stained impression of the 
Crucified Jesus Christ and, as such, it belonged to 
the beginning of Christian era. However, the 
archbishop of Turin wanted to know the exact 
truth. So he requested the scientists of the 
“University of Oxford, University of Arizona and 
Federal University of Technology in Zurich to 
investigate into this claim. It was found by applying 
‘tadio-carbon dating that the piece of cloth did 


of his Alma Mater, i.e. Ravenshaw Collegiate School, 
Pandit Nilakantha, Jadumani Mangaraj and Subhas' 
Sanskrit teacher 


not actually belong to the biblical times. Walter 
Mc Crone, a microscopist. of Chicago, in an 
interview with the Scientific American in the year 
1988, expressed that the alleged cloth was 
"imbued with a pale gelatin-based medium 
speckled with particles of red ochre". He further 
confirmed that the so-called blood stains were 
actually formed by particles of vermilion and the 
cloth did not belong to the beginning of Christian 
era. Thus the case of the holy cloth was not at all 
genuine and it was manipulated by de Charny. 


Speaking truly, now science has developed to 
such an extent that among other tests, DNA 
finger-printing can be regarded as most reliable. 
Thus the ashes of Renkoji Temple may be 
subjected to proper scientific Scrutiny, so that the 
claim about Netaji's ashes can be settled. It will be 
a great achievement if during Netaji's birth 
centenary year, the world will be in a Position to 
know conclusively the secret about Netaji's last 
mysterious disappearance. 

———S SE Ee 
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1st Chandraprava Street, 

Utkal Ashram Road, Berhampur-760 001. 
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A Flight to the Never 
Never Land 


Geeta Devi 


Dre night of the 12th August, 1945 a 
terrible darkness spread over suite of the 
commander, in the Seramban guest house in 
Malaya. Thoroughly disturbed, the commander 
was walking sleepless inside his bed chamber, 


A bell rang at a distance indicating 2 A.M. 
Then a car slowly parked in the portico of the 
Guest House. Dr. Lakhumiha and Ganapati, two 
trusted officers of the commander got down from 
the car. But the news they brought gave only a 
deadly shock to the supreme commander of the 
Indian National Army, their dear Netajee, Netajee 
Subhas Chandra Bose. The news was about the 


surrender of Japan, the vanquished nation of the 
second world war. 


For a while, the commander kept mum. Then 


he reacted, "well, don't you see we are the only 
People who have not surrendered". 


On the 13th August the car carried the 
commander to Singapore, the seat of the 
Goverment of the Azad Hind, Netajee's cabinet 


sat for! hours and ‘hours to Prepare the future 
agenda. . , 


Radio from Tokyo 
panese surrender, It 
the proud heritage of 


suicide, They were, in fa 
think of INA, to help.and 


Anyway, 
together to t 


console it. 


Singapore, - 
occupied by the Victors 


In the morning of the 16th A 


ugust, Netajee left 
for Bangkok in a plane of 


the Japanese Air 
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The fateful car that drove 


Netaji away 
stealthily from\his Calcutta residence 


Force. Lieutenant Colonel 


Habib-ur-Rehman, 
Pritam Singh and S. A. Ayer we’ 


re with him. 
In the 17th moming, Netajee left Bangkok for 


Saigon alongwith his friends, They reached Saigon 
at about 10 A.M. 


Towards the aftemoon, a bomber was ready to 
fly. One Japanese officer General Isoda informed 
Netajee that only one seat could be spared for him 
There was no time to think over. The engine was 
on the start. The airport was flooded with 
scorching heat of the tropical sun. In addition to 
the disgusting sound of the engine, the 


microphone of the plane created a horrible 
atmosphere, 


Only one-seat ! The Officers of the Azad Hind 
were at a fix. How could they leave Netajee alone? 
They pressed for some more seats. On the last 
Moment the Japanese agreed to spare another 
Seat. Now Habib-ur-Rehman occupied this one. 


_Netajee greeted his friends ‘Jai Hind’, He waved 
his hand from within the aircraft— will see you 
later’. Alas! such chances did not come. 


The engine started to roll, Right at 5.15 P.M. 


the bomber took off. It took away and away the 
hero of the hu 


tricane to embark hi rhaps in @ 
Never Never Land, oi 
a, 
Brahman Sal 
Nayagarh 
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On the occasion of the 30th Death 
Anniversary of Lal Bahadur Shasté 
(January 11) 


Lal Bahadur Shastri: 
A Messiah of Peace 


Manas Ranjan Khuntia 


77 & 

Bom of humble parents, bereft of any 
advantage of birth, parental position of power; 
Lal Bahadur Shastri rose to the pinnacle of fame 
and glory through long years of unostentatious 
and selfless service. His rise from humble 
beginnings to the height of authority and 
responsibility is a manifestation of the deep roots 
that democracy has taken in India, where the 
humblest has equal opportunities with the 
highest. 


Shastriji was bom in a poor family at Mughal 
Sarai‘on October 2, 1904. His father, Sharada 
Prasad, died in 1906 leaving his mother, two 
daughters and the infant son with almost nothing 
to live on. Thus Lal Bahadur began his life under 
the thick shadow of poverty. His uncle however, 
took care of him-and sent him. to a school at 
Varanasi when he ‘passed his sixth standard from 
his village school. He was a brilliant student. But 
when: he was only 16, he left the school to join 
the Non-Cooperation Movement started by 
Gandhiji. He was arrested but later let off with a 
warning. He returned to his studies at 
Harischandra High School in Varanasi. Later he 
joined Kashi Vidyapaith and was conferred with 
the degree of "Shastri" which means "the learned 


one. 


Shastriji's diligence and sincerity in work soon 
won him wide admiration, popularity and love. 
He became intimately connected with the 
"Servants of the people” society, and was made 
the President of the.organisation before long. He 
remained an active member of the society till end 
of his days. 


Shastriji married to Lalita Devi in 1927. He 
was such an ideal man that he refused to accept a 


51 


; January, 1996 


single pie towards dowry. When pressed, he 
reluctantly agreed to receive a spinning wheel and 
a few yards of khadi that his father-in-law offered 
out of.affection. 


Shastriji's dedication to his work was so 
impressive that he was inducted into congress 
soon and subsequently in.1952 when Jawaharlal 
Nehru was the Congress President, Shastriji was 
chosen to be its General Secretary. For his part, 
in the struggle for emancipation of the country he 
had to suffer a total of 9 years in prison. He bore 
these years with his usual calm and stoicism. 


In free India, Shastriji, being elected in the 
general election, became a member of the U.P. 
Assembly and then appointed as a cabinet 
minister of the state. His calibre and capacity, 
honesty and _ integrity, performance and 
Perseverance were duly rewarded and from1952 
onwards, he was chosen, in succession, asa 
Minister in the Central Cabinet for Transport & 
Railways, Transport & Communications, 
Commerce & Home, Minister without portfolio, 
and finally on June 9, 1964, after the death of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, was elected as Prime Minister 
of India. He assumed office by consensus and 
ruled by consensus. The transition was 
smooth—a tribute to our genuine and stable 
democracy. His rise to the Prime Ministership is a 
tribute no less to his personality than to the 
strength of our democratic institutions. He 
appeared to the ordinary people of this country 
of the same stuff as they were made of and they 
gave him their willing allegiance and he gave 
them leadership of a kind which still set the 
standard for his successors. But he was no 
ordinary man. Perhaps no one who is able to rise 
to his high office can be. 


Shastriji was a man of noble thoughts and his 
heart’ bled for the poor. His main concem 
throughout his life was to bring about a social 
order in which the weaker and poorer sections of 
the society were assured of a proper place. His 
was pre-eminently a life of hard work and 
unremitting toil in the cause of national freedom, 
first political and later economic. His sweet and 
simple modesty, deep humility, right judgement, 
discerning detachment, disinterested devotion to 
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duty, extreme considerateness, decisiveness, 
sensitivity, firmness, endurance and, above. all, 
quiet courage made him the idol of the people. 
Rising from among the poorest ranks, Shastriji 
did not forget his humble past even for a moment 
and from his high position, he glanced again and 
again towards those who struggled for existence 
in the dark pit of poverty and shared their weal 
and woe. He mirrored the common man's desires 
and aspirations. Vanity, arrogance, intolerance 
and sense of infallibility were alien to his nature. 
He had the humility and wisdom to accept good 
ideas. He was a man of impeccable and 
blemishless character. He had the unmistakable 
stamp of strong and steady leadership backed by 
the united will of the whole nation—the vision 
and capacity to snatch opportunity out of trouble, 
He was.a visionary with a difference. While his 
eyes were fixed on the objectives of his dream, 
his approach was realistic and down-to-earth 
starting with the immediate present and its 
realities, This pragmatic approach to human and 
Political problems and issues of national interest 
restored the countrys self-confidence, reactivated 
our will to be self-reliant and helped him to reach 
the zenith of power and glory. Jawaharlal Nehru 
studied Lal Bahadur well. He always regarded him 


as his closest Colleague, true friend, ‘philosopher 
and guide. 


A 
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aggression. Overestimating her strength and 
Capacity as superior to that of India, Pakistan 
declared war against India foolishly, crossing 
intemational border in Chhamb area on 
September 1, 1965 when Shastriji was the Prime 
Minister of India. But though he was small and 
diminutive to look at, he stood bold, firm and 
determined for retaliation. The high inspiring 
words of Shastriji "Jay Jawan, Jay Kishan" 
worked like the most charming song and it 
produced miraculous echq throughout the country 
right from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. The Indian 
Army marched ahead towards Lahore on 
September 6 and crossed Jammu—West Pakistan 
border. Pakistan had to bow down, retreat and 
sign a pact at Tashkent on January 10, 1966 
through | the mediatorship of Russian leaders. 
Under Shastriji's leadership the country emerged 
as never before, united and strong, willing and 
capable of defending its own integrity, freedom 
and sovereignty and also the cause of freedom 
and peace the world Over. After his historic 
decision on September 6, 1965, to march ahead 
boldly, he emerged as a na 


tional hero—a leader 
acclaimed by one and all. He won victory for the 


Indian Army and added a glorious chapter to the 
military history of India. He saved the light of 
freedom, secularism and democracy from being 
extinguished in Asia and other Parts of the world. 


Within his frail and diminutive exterior, he 


food .shortage Possessed the will and nerve of steel. He stood 
rising ib language, the Punjabi Sabha unruffled in a crisis. He was not downcast by 
Aan ssensions and lastly, the problem of adversity nor carried off his feet by victory. He 
eee n, ae a stable basis, of normal friendly had a genius for striking a balance, Starting 
Lae eae a based on the without any experience in intemational affairs, he 
ae oat ome Roa settlement of bore himself with dignity ‘and made a deep 
ma sia we? resources Gpent Impression by his sincerity and goodness on 
on ‘hepa fia diverted for the world leaders he met. His words were simple, 
economic betterm Masses. direct and sincere. He was decisive. Diminutive in 
Responsibility brought out the best in Shastry, __PPsical stature, he was a colossus in the world 

He proved equal to the. je, handled all : 
ae ie ge ee “firmness Pe wiltes Never was a good war, or a bad peace. 
aeunn a : : nastrij's thoughts were akin jamin 
Se ae Flees i bh hi A ile aa and Franklin. Lal Bahadur was essentially * a oO 
Giiieikie seekot, He ange det dinky coclalsg fe Sauneh believer in democracy and 
through intemal difficulties and extemal =H. A believer also in consensus, a patiert 
: : listener ang ever prepared for accommodation if 
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it was in the best interest of the country, he did 
not let things drift beyond limit. He had the gift of 
distinguishing between what is practicable from 
what is desirable. His prompt decision to accept 
the ceasefire and his quick positive response to 
the Soviet Prime Minister Kosygene's invitation to 
meet General Ayub Khan, the President of 
Pakistan at Tashkent were evident of a clear, 
decisive and firm mind's quest for peace, which 
brought about the historic meet at Tashkent, the 
historic Tashkent Declaration and his greatest 
hour of triumph in the pursuit of peace in Asia 
and the world. Without sparing his strength 
Shastriji did everything to consolidate peace in 
Asia, to find ways to end the conflict between 
India and Pakistan and to establish good 
neighbourly relations between them, displaying 
astute statesmanship. It was to the solution of this 
task that his efforts were directed during the 
Tashkent meeting with the President of Pakistan, 
as a result of which an agreement was reached as 
expressed in the historic Tashkent Declaration. 
This was his last and greatest gift to India, 
Pakistan and the world. 


It was most unfortunate for India that, in his 
Great ‘hour of triumph and height of glory in the 
Pursuit of peace and understanding in Asia and 
the world and even before the ink in the historic 
pact-document was dry, Shastriji passed away on 
January 11, 1966 at 1.30 AM at Tashkent, 
Capital of the Soviet Republic of Uzbekistan. The 
man'who had worked indefatigably for peace and 
Succeeded in creating a conducive climate and 
Paving the way for it, breathed his last striving for 
Peace and could not see the new chapter that was 
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to open in the relations between India and 
Pakistan. : 

The Tashkent Declaration is a deed of historic 
importance to the Sub-Continent, and, in fact, to 
the entire world. President Radhakrishnan has 
said that the pledge Shri Shastri took—with his 
life at Tashkent can and must be redeemed by all 
his countrymen, who have been left behind to 
carry his will and behest. Shastriji was convinced 
that-"the people of India and Pakistan, at one 
with’ the other peoples of the world, will meet 
with satisfaction the results of the Tashkent 
meeting". 


"Peace, hath her victories 
No less renowned than war". 


The Tashkent Declaration expressed the 
aspirations of all those who treasure peace on 
earth. It meets the. vital interests of people of 
India and Pakistan. It is a triumph of goodwill and 
the innate desire of all to settle disputes, not on 
the field of battle but at the Conference table. It is 
now for the people concerned to ensure that this 
Tashkent spirit prevails and that light is not 
dimmed by any unilateral acts of omission and 
commission. 

At Tashkent, it has been truly said that 
humanity won a battle of peace, but lost a hero. 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, a messiah of peace, died a 
martyr in the cause of peace. To the very end of 
his life he stood and strove for peace not only 
between India and Pakistan but among all nations 
of the world. © i 


. ‘ Assistant Public Relations Officer to 
= Chief Minister 
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‘Three facets of 
‘Communication in 
Rural Development 


Dr. Lakshmidhar Mishra 


this possible at a time 


television and other vehicles of mass 


communication ? How did Bapu communicate to” 


a nation spanning from the Himalayas in the 
North to Cape Camorin in the South, so widely 
diverse in language, culture and ethnicity ? How 
could he unite and co-ordinate the defused and 
unco-ordinated currents of Indian history and 
impart a unique Synergy and momentum to the 


Movement which goes by the national movement 
for freedom ? 


To answer these seemin, 
one has to scan thr 


» aS an Outstanding 


exemplar 
ation. 


There are 3 Central themes 
communication, Development 
like development has to be pro} 
and prowomen. We tend to brug 


in development 
communication 
Poor, pronature 
h aside the Poor 
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by saying that the Poor are goofes, they are 
naive, they are ignoramus, they lack dexterity and 
skill and they are incapable of managing their 
own affairs. We are naive in saying this; not the 
Poor. The poor are neither goofes nor 
ignoramus. They donot lack dexterity and skill 
and they are capable of managing their affairs 
with as much worldly wisdom and ingenuity as 
any one of us. Their struggle for survival, their 
Sweat and tears impart a new meaning to their 
existence. We have so much to lear and so 
much to emulate out of their rich treasure of 
experience. Much more than this the poor have a 
@ warmth and conviviality which is 
entirely their own, the like of which cannot be 
easily conceived at a time when to be good is just 


not to be bad, to be social is just the antithesis of 
being callous or antisocial. 


should project 
finest and best Species in creation’. with infinite 


minimum needs of drinkin 
hygiene, sanitation, immunisation, liseracy, 
continuing education, Mmatemity Protection, 
minimum wages consistent with. the hard manual 
labour and remunerative price towards the 
Product of labour, the dignity and honour with 
which every such being is to be treated, 


§ water, health, 


the truth to 
implementers 
object relationship between 


Poor and 
development ( 
alone) could b 
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Since independence and over the last 4 decades 
we have been experimenting with different models 
of development but true and total human 
development has been elusive. We started in the 
fifties with the Community Development followed 
by SFDA and MFAL (seventies), DPAP (mid 


- seventies), Food for Work (late seventies), NREP 


and RLEGP (seventies and eighties), TRYSEM (late 
seventies), IRDP (late seventies and eighties), 
DWCRA (mid eighties), JRY (late eighties), IJRY 
(mid nineties), EAS (mid nineties) and so on. The 
basic assumption on which these programmes 
have been formulated is that if there is economic 
development of an area (through roads, culverts, 
bridges, school buildings, graingola buildings, 
community recreation centres), the benefits of that 
development would automatically percolate to the 
tural poor. Regretfully this approach had not taken 
into account that the needs of different categories 
of people in a particular area are different, their 
capacity to absorb the benefits flowing from 
development effort is also different and the degree 
of responsiveness to and participation of people (in 
Particular, the rural poor) in these efforts is also not 
uniform. There was no initiative to create an 
enabling or facilitating mechanism by which the 
responsiveness as also the participation of people 
to and in the programmes/activities meant for 
ven would improve. In a society which is highly 
stratified and heterogeneous in character people 
coming from different strata of the ‘society live 
differently, think differently and grow differently. 
They donot have the same or similar apportunities 
for their social and economic advancement. What, 
therefore, happened in effect is that those sections 
of the rural community who are more resourceful 
and more influential, who had an easy access to 
the inputs of production benefitted most by 
programmes like Community Development and 
not others who were not so happily placed. Yet 
another disquieting aspect of the entire programme 
is that it lacked an integrated approach to the 
Problem of rural development. Illustratively it spoke 
Of intensive agricultural development through a 
Package approach but did not simultaneously take 
Up a crash programme of land reforms nor did it 
do anything worthwhile to ameliorate the plight of 
Millions of landless agricultural labourers and share 
Ctopes by assuring them a fair share of the return 
OLA L dtp ppp ppppp ppt ptitititlliTilEsE leds 
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on their labour invested in land. -Whilc 
programme lacked peoples’ participation through 
Panchayatiraj institutions it had not devised a 
method through which participation of the poor, 
underprivileged and not so vocal .sectors of the 
rural community belonging to women, SC and ST 
backward classes and minorities could be assured 
(this has become a reality to some extent by the 
73rd constitutional amendment in December 
1993). Third and the most important, the poverty 
alleviation programmes were generally 
supply-driven and not demand-driven. 
Programmes .(Farmers' functional literacy, 
functional literacy for adult women, rural 
functional literacy programme) were introduced 
without ensuring that a natural and spontaneous 
demand for the same existed and without any 
serious efforts to generate the demand. The 
demand was invariably taken for granted. It is for 
the first time that a conscious effort has been 
made to introduce programmes like Total 
Literacy Campaign (1989) or Employment 
Assurance Scheme (1993) which are totally 
demand-driven. 


How did this happen in TLCs ? Much of it has 
been documented but much more still remains to 
be documented. Those who are adults, are in the 
most productive as well as reproductive stage and 
yet have no access to the world of letters are not 
responsible for their present predicament and 
cannot be blamed. When they were young they 
did not get an opportunity to go to school; their 
parents may not have encouraged _ their 
enrolment in the formal school system on account 
of social, economic and cultural compulsions. 
They grew up to become adults and remained 
illiterate for no fault of theirs, They are otherwise 


_ mature, sensible and sensitive. They have a whole 


world of experience and wisdom with them which 
many of the so called intelligent and elitist 
sections of the society may not have. They know 
how to speak the native dialect, they understand 
the dialect while conversing with others and 
recognise most of the objects around them. They 
can interact with human beings and react to 
statements and situations in a normal and natural 
manner. They do not, however, have access to 
the world of letters and therefore, cannot express 
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or articulate themselves through reading 
writing. 


and 


.We who are comparatively better placed in life 
on account: of our formal education have to 
understand this peculiar dynamics of the situation 
in which the illiterate adults work and live. If we 
can do so by bringing ourselves down to their 
level, by speaking their language and dialect and 
by identifying ourselves with their joy and sorrow, 
they will feel encouraged and motivated. They will 
think and feel that we are one of them and not 
outside them. Once we have succeeded 
establishing this rapport with the community of 
leamers .we: can easily transmit the message of 
literacy to them. We can drive home to them that 
illiteracy is not a disease, not a fatality, not a 
divine dispensation which is preordained but 
something which is fully remediable. Once we 
have touched the finer chord of their hearts, we 
can arouse them, awake them and generate a 
natural and spontaneous demand for literacy, 


in 


This is exactly what happened in TLC. This 
was made possible, feasible and achieveable by 
the joint initlative and efforts of Government and 
an NGO called BGVS 
Samitl, A countrywide caravan of teachers, 
students, thinkers, 
ational activists was 


8 to 8 to 10 
transmitting the 


Nice and literacty to about 6 lakh’ 


villages in the Country. 
What was the net 


effect of this Jatha ? 
exactly did it help to Create the ee 
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and Bijapur in Bombay-Kamatak region, women 
who watched the roleplay staged by the BGVS 
Kalajatha team on the predicament of Devdasis, 
victims’. of fads,. taboos and_ religious dogmas 
asked themselves, 'We never realised that such is 
our plight except after seeing the roleplay’. Now 
that we have perceived and internalised our plight 
we will not allow our children to become 
Landless agricultural labourers of 
Raichur who have been multiple victims of 
drought, indebtedness and bondage, one thriving 
on the other after watching a role play on this 
intricate relationship between the three leading to 
utter deprivation started pondering over their 
despicable plight and reflected within. themselves, 
ls this state not remediable 2 How do we put an 
end to the plight ?' If literacy and numeracy 
Provide the clue, the wherewithal for our 
liberation why not became literate and 


that | 


performed before a packed 
Hyderabad on 17th November 


theme of evils of dowry system 
electrifying 


audience at 
1990 on the 
produced an 
impact on them. A conservative 
village called Darlipali in the tribal district of 
Sundargarh in Orissa which is otherwise fairly 
Prosperous but largely illiterate was deeply moved 
to action when it saw for the first time a 
Perfomance enacted by a Kalajatha team on the 
relevance of literacy and predicament of illiteracy: 


Any Communication strategy to be relevant 
and meaningful in the context of rural 
development and development of the poor mus! 
focus that the latter have a mind of their own an 
given the spontaneity and freedom are capable © 
exercising their Option as correctly as any one ° 
he so-called educated and enlightened. It is o"Y 
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where in situations if accute disadvantage caused 
by years of deprivation and suffering the poor are 
not able to excercise their option correctly the 
functionaries of development should take their 
Place and exercise option on their behalf which 
would be the best option available in a particular 
situation. 


Development communication has to be 
Pronature as well. The concept of the Earth as 


the sustainer of the human race, of the race itself 


as one family is deeply embedded in our cultural 
heritage. The esserice of this concept was lucidly 
and forcefully highlighted for the first time on 
12th April, 1972. While inaugurating the first 
meeting of the National Committee on 
Environmental Planning and Co-ordination 
Srimati Indira Gandhi, the Prime Minister of India 
had said, ‘Since man has discovered that he could 
use Nature for his own purposes he has been 
interfering with his environment. Man is part of 
Nature and only one of the many species who 
inhabit the earth. But he has treated it as his 
Colony to exploit it. The scale of his intervention 
has now grown to a point where it has produced 
vast and disruptive changes which have already 
Modified our existence more profoundly than any 
earlier human activity.” 


The concer for protection and conservation 
Of environment which was voiced by Smt. Indira 
Gandhi in the seventies has grown over the last 
two decades and is now being voiced all over the 
world. Today we are confronted with a very 
disquieting scenario where human population is 
growing on the one hand and the environment is 
being destroyed on the other, even at a rate faster 
than the rate of growth of population. This 
Means that the survival of humanity is literally at 
Peril. The sources of water are drying up, air is 
Getting polluted and the top soil is getting washed 
away due to which the productivity of the soil is 
declining. Thousands of people are being affected 
by floods, land slides and soil erosion. 130 million 
tons of firewood and many million tons of wood 
for building are being consumed today. The 
Working and living conditions of fifty and odd 
Million people who live in the hills and forests are 
bound to get adversely affected by _ this 


& 


indiscriminate destruction of forests which in turn 
affects productivity of crop lands, animals, 
ecological balance, water resources and so on. 


When we say development communication has 
to be pronature what we mean to say is that it 
has to drive home to sad truth that man, the 
creator has tumed today man, the predator and 
destroyer. It has to drive home the truth that the 
incalculable greed of man, the predator has 
caused colossal damage to the plant and animal 
kingdom apart from pushing the indigenous 
settlers to the background. It has to drive home 
the sad truth how year after year man's 
unremitting greed, rapacity and acquisitiveness 
have robbed our beutiful mother earth of so many 
lovable and harmless species who could be the 
feast for the eyes of mankind. 


Development Communication must bring out 
with full force and conviction the nexus between 
environment and development and how any 
distortion in this nexus could be suicidal to the 
very survival of the human race. Development is 
development of the people, development for the 
people and development by the people. People 
have to be placed at the centre stage of 
development. Development has to be suited to 
their needs, their ethos and their culture and to 
the totality of their economic, material and 
spiritual well being. 


Development Communication must Open up 
an outlet for freedom of information for the 
people. It must first provide the information and 
then, the empowerment to the people that 
development which is antithetical to their native 
genius, culture and habitat should not be foisted 
on them. It is only such development which is 
positive and responsive to their needs should be 
planned for them with their concurrance and 
participation. This process is otherewise known 
as conscientisation of the people or enabling 
people to perceive and internalise the need for 
protection and conservation of their native 
environement. Once people start asking for better 
quality of life, for rights over their forésts, water 
and air, for a say in the way their own 
environment is planned and used, they force in 
effect their way towards a functioning democracy. 
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Gender equaity and equity are an integral part 
of our thought and culture. The concern for 
gender equality and equity is reflected in our 
constitution, recommendations of numerous 
committees from early seventies onwards, ILO 
Convention No.100 of 1951 ratified by India on 
25-9-1958, provisions of numerous legislations 
such as Prevention of Dowry Act, 1961, 
Matemity Benefit Act, 1961, Equal 
Remuneration Act, 1976, Child Marriage 
Restraint Act, 1978 and so on. A separate 
Department of Women and Child Development 
has been set up by Government of India and most 
of the states/UTs to translate this concern and 
this laudable objective behind that concern to 
concrete action. A National Commission for 
Women has been set up by an Act of Parliament 
in 1992 as a national level apex statutory body to 
review the consitutional and leagal safeguards for 
women, to recommend remedial _ legislative 
measures, facilitate redressal of grievances and 
advise Government on all policy matters affecting 
women. In terms of programmes there have been 
several important initiatives in the direction of 
gender equality and equity such as : 


“ World's most comprehensive programme 
called ICDS launched in 1975-76 
benefitting 17-81 million children and 
3-82 million mothers. 

oa 


Substantial expansion of PHCs (21,000), 
Subcentres (1,31,000) and Community 
Health Centres (2,000) having beds with 
specialist services to improve the health 
status of the population. 


“ Launching of a Technology Mission in 
1986-87 to provide Priority, urgency and 
better co-ordination in immunisation. All 


districts in the country are being 
progressively covered. 


* Launching of a Technology Mission in 

1987-88 for eradication of adult illiteracy 
with thrust on rural girls’ and women's 
functional literacy. 350 districts have been 


“covered by the Mission by end of M 
ioOe arch 


% Opening of large no. of non-formal 
educatio! 


M centres for girls in 11-14 age 


ee 
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about a qualitative change in the status of girls 
and women and to encourage them to play a 
more constructive and decisive role in nation 
building, notwithstanding there are a number of 
concerns affecting gender equity and equality. 


inequality and 
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group who have dropped out of the 
formal school system, who are going to 
enter the productive and reproductive age 
soon and who have every possibility of 
relapsing to illiteracy. 


The political will and commitment to bring 


These are : 


An adverse sex ratio (927 women for 
1000 men in 1991), 


Low rate of literacy (39 as against 63. in 
case of men), 


Low rate of enrolment of girls (46-4) 
compared to boys (61-8) in class I—V, 
15-70 as against 24.20 in VI—VIIl, 8-1 


as against 15-3 in higher/senior 
secondary accompanied by heavy dropout 
rate. 


* Work participation rate (proportion of 
employed or total number of workers to 
population) of females is quite low (29.76 
.in 1991) eventhough this has been 
Progressively increasing. 


fe 


Despite increase in mean age at marriage 
(from 13 to 19.5 by 1992) there are 
several parts of the country where the 
feudal tradition of giving girls away in 
Marriage at a very tender age persists. 


The inferior status of women in a male 
dominated society, increasing 
criminalisation of society, media images of 
sex and violence, inadequate means 10 
address the cause and consequeence of 
violence, unabashed consumerism and 
erosion of traditional values have added !0 


Proliferation of cases of violance agains! 
women. 


dust as wars begin in the minds of me" 
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school, at the place of employment in 
matters of payment of same wages for 
same or similar nature of work and 
enjoyment of various civic and human 
rights. 


With more than 60 per cent girls and women 
being illiterate (the number would be nearly 300 
million) there is disparity in access to information, 
Opportunity to use the information for 
empowerment leading to more deprivation and 
Marginalisation. 


Development communication like education 
must rise to the occasion to liberate women from 
the culture of silence and dependence, from the 
drudgery, monotony and tyranny of a 
domesticated role of mother and housewife. It has 
to fight the forces of traditionalism and 
obscurantism which have not made education for 
-the vast majority of girls and women possible. It 
Thust : fight the feudal set-up with hide-bound 
traditions, fads and taboos which have obscured 
and bedevilled the mind of successive generations 
of men, women -and children Development 
Communication must inject in the mind of every 
householder, every parent (prospective or real) 
that every-child—be it male or female—is an 
asset, that male and female children are equal 
entities endowed with the same potential for 
evolution and growth, entitled to the same love 
and affection of natural parents, that the germs of 
this equality must be ingrained in them right from 
birth if we are to shape them as conscious, 
enlightened and catholoic citizens. It has to 
transplant certain unshakeable faiths and beliefs in 
the minds of all citizens that girls‘alike women are 
NO way less intelligent and ingenuous than boys 
and men and that given -the right opportunities 
they can’come up as high in the ladder of life as 
their counterparts. Development Communication 
Must additionally condemn certain abominable 
Practices like .infanticide and foeticide, it must 
denounce notions like motherhood is to be prized 
in as much as sterility is to be detested, that the 
Sight ‘of a sterile woman or widow is not 
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inauspicious, that there are no witches to be 
battered to death, that dowry is reprehensible and 
that procreation is not to continue unabated till 
arrival of a male child who is no-way superior to a 
female child. In regard to sex education, 
Development Communication must recognise 
that our country is located in the equatorial region 
(which is hot and humid), that boys and girs 
acquire sex consciousness in a normal manner 
according to a natural time cycle, that sexual 
relations and activities are to*be determined and 
conducted in a climate measured by moderation, 
social decorum and restraint and that sex 
education in the manner in which it is being 
conducted through the electronic medium today, 
without imagination, moderation and restraint, 
can set in motion a_ highly permissive 
environment with many undesirable 
consequences. The fact that 40 lakhs Indian 
women below 18 years of age (according to a 
survey conducted by UNICEF in 1994)are 
involved in sexuallly promiscuous relationship is a 
matter of deep concern. 


Development Communication like creative 
literature has to be totally open and transparent. 
Nothing could be more relevant than this at a 
time when there is so much of distrust and 
suspicion towards rural areas, towards rural life, 
economy and culture, when there is no natural 
desire to visit rural areas, to understand the 
village, to meet the rural families, to talk to them, 
to listen to them patiently and their problems, to 
go to the fields to study how the rural economy 
can lookup. Those who are in charge of 
designing Development Communication need to 
know much more about the toiling peasants, the 
sweat and brow of coal miners, the snake 
charmers, the tribal chieftains, the boatmen and 
so on. There will be no beauty, no substance and 
no splendour in the software of Development 
Communication to be designed without them. 


— 
Additional Development Commissioner, 
Government of Orissa, 

Bhubaneswar, 
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Folk Art of Orissa 
Bhaskar Parichha 


~ 

J f you ever happen to be in Puri, you would 
like to do several things at the same time—pay a 
cognoscente look at the massive temple standing 
on the heart of the city; stroll a while along the 
most natural sea-beach and collect a few 
specimens of art objects on way back home. But 
you probably could not also afford to miss relishing 
at the exquisite Patta-paintings of Orissa, famous 
for their beauty and grandeur, 


Locally known as PATTA CHITRA (Patta in 
Sanskrit means clothe and chitra signifies 
painting), this art form quietly flourished in the 
19th Century and has a special attraction even 
today. Villages in and around Puri have earned 
encomiums for this craft. 


The process of making a Patta-painting is at 
once cumbersome and exhaustive. Yet, tradition 
has not given place to modernity. Significantly, the 
paintings are rhythmic lines and have touch of 
emotion and life. For the connoisseur—the 
housewife in particular—these canvas paintings 
Serve as modern decor, the religious fervour 
notwithstanding, The sizes of Patta-chitra Presently 
come both in miniatures and larger sizes, 


In a typical professional household of Orissa, 
usually the women folk help the master-artiste in 
Preparing the ingredient colours—right - from 
Pounding white conch shells to the assemblage of 
vegetable dyes. But the principal task of drawing 
and decoration has been in the domain of the 
PURUSA Chitrakaras, the male artistes, 


The PATTA PARAMPARA of 
largely influenced by 


traditions—Kalighat Pats, Raj 
and south-Indian 5 


Orissa has been 
other regional 
jasthani Miniatures 


sou tyles; yet there is a marked 
Peculiarity of these in the context Of a larger 
tradition, 

Previously, 


these Paintings were used to be 


done on cloth exclusively but now-a-days Paper is 
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also used. As a maiden step the canvas is 
Prepared by coating the cloth with a mixture of 
chalk and gum made of tamarind seed. The 
leathery surface is then imprinted with the artistic 
skill of the craftsman. The imaginations of the 


Chitrakars have a tone of simplicity and _ rustic, 
touch. 


On the canvas usually themes from the epics 
are done with great detail. KRISHNA LILA and 
events from the Mahabharata often form the 
subject of the pattas. But the predominating 
theme is the triad of Puri deities—Jagannath, 
Baladeva and Subhadra and the innumerable 
episodes connected with them. 


The identifying characteristic of the Pattachitra 
of Puri is the close resemblance of these painting 


with the real deities of the temple—the distorted 
heads, the absence of torso, thigh, leg and foot., 
The most intriguing as 


pect of the whole scene is 
the arms of the dei 


ties exhibited as strange 
Projections in blunt stumps. 


red, dull blue, soft 
from natural sources, 


extensions of the ba: 


se style. Traditionally, they 
are tempera on cloth. 


The Patta-chitra 


» Uis-a-vis, the handicrafts of 
Orissa are the 


visual manifestation of a rich 
* ‘Ne religious spirit of the 
People and the Creative imagination of the 


k of the wealthy cultural 
ine form, , 


Freelance Journalist 
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FAKIR MOHAN SENAPATI 
(Born on Makara Samkranti day, 1843) 


[ Bibhu Chandra Mishra | 


Fakir Mohan (1843—1918) is reckoned as the maker of Modern Oriya 
Literature and a leader of the National Awakening of Orissa in late 19th and early 
20th century. Having lost his parents in his childhood he was deprived of adequate 
schooling. Still he earned proficiency in Oriya, Sanskrit, Persian and Bengali and 
had working knowledge in English through his relentless perseverance. Later he 
was appointed as the Headmaster of Balasore Mission School in which he 
continued uptill 1871. The Oriya speaking tracts were then tagged to neighbouring 
Madras Presidency, the Central Provinces’ and Bengal thus leading to 
disintegration of Orissa. Being annexed to Bengal Orissa's interest was utterly 
neglected. The British misrule led to the Great Famine of Orissa in 1866. At one time there was a move to abolish 
Oriya from the school curriculum and Government offices and to introduce Bengali in its place against which 
vehement resistance was put up by Fakir Mohan, Gourishankar, Gangadhar and others. Fakir Mohan established 
the first Printing Press at Balasore in 1868 and published his journals—Bodhadayini and Balasore Sambad 
Bahika. He mobilised the public opinion for the preservation of Oriya language. With the appointment of Fakir 
Mohan as the Dewan of Nilgiri State in 1871 began his long administrative career as the Dewan or Asstistant 
Manager of several ex-States and Zamindaris of Orissa. As an able administrator he did his best for the general 
well-being of the people. He had displayed his extraordinary wit and intelligence during the Bhuyan Rebellion. 


Fakir Mohan's emergence as a novelist was significant not only for Oriya literature, but also for Indian 
literature as a whole. Although recognised as the foremost prose writer in Oriya, he was a prolific writer of verse 
Producing Kavyas, Lyrics, Satires an Puranas. He translated the Ramayan, the Mahabharat and some of the 
Upanishads from the original Sanskrit. Senapati wrote four novels, i.e., Chha'mana Athaguntha, Mamu, Lachhama 
and Prayaschita which are the portraits of contemporary society. Thus he laid the strong foundation of Oriya 
novel. Fakir Mohan is acclaimed as the father of Oriya short story. The notable short stories are Rebati, Randipua 
Ananta, Adharma Bitta, Sabhya Zamindar etc., in which he depicted the realistic picture of the society through his 
artistic expression in a_ reformist zeal. His Atmajivana Charita not only gives an authentic account of his long 
varied career, but also reflects the socio-cultural history of Orissa spanning over half a century. In the field of 
Poetry, he introduced a new perspective and mode of expression. 

Fakir Mohan, above all, was a great social reformer and humanist. His sense of humour and irony have 
remained unsurpassed in Oriya literature. This illustrious son breathed his last on June 14, 1918. 


CHAKHI KHUNTIA 
(January, 20) 

Chandan Hajuri alias Chakhi Khuntia was born in Puri in 1785. From his 
Childhood, he was dedicated to Shri Jagannath at Puri and in later life he 
discharged his family obligations as an aide to the pilgrims coming to Puri. He 
Was a poet, and a rebel and one of the fore-ranking leaders of the Sepoy Mutiny 
Of 1857, There was a historic link between the family of Jhansirani Laxmi Bai 
and Chakhi Khuntia. He used to stay in the palace of Laxmi Bai for a long time 
and was frequently coming to Puri to pay his obeisance to Lord Jagannath. On 
24th May 1857 he reached Meerut and at Jhansi made his strategic plans with 
Rani Laxmi Bai to oust the British from Jhansi. Chakhi was a great strategist. He 
Was in touch with Nana Saheb, the adopted son of Peshwa Baji Rao of Bithur. 
He Managed to get secret support from Nana Saheb and in a joint military 
Strategy of Nana Saheb and Laxmi Bai, he waged a revolt against the British. 
The rebellion was thwarted on account of the sabotage of Sardar Thakur 
Lalajee. Rani Laxmi Bai was killed in the battle and her dead body was "© 
Cremated on a river bank in the presence of Chakhi Khuntia. At the end of the Sepoy Mutiny Chakhi was to live in 
Cognito. Remaining as a self-volunteered exile, he reached Puri on the Kumar Purnima day of 1865. A contrived 
Message was already sent to Puri about his death which made his wife a widow. Chakhi was spotted at Puri by 
the police and he was house-arrested at Puri. During this period he devoted his time mostly to Oriya literature and 
Wrote a long poem on Manubai or Rani Laxmi Bai of Jhansi. Thus the name of-Chakhi Khuntia is still honoured in 
Orissa as one of the Oriya nationalists, a poet and a devotee of Lord Jagannath—all rolled into a great personality. 
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VEER SURENDRA SAI 
(January, 22) 

Veer Surendra Sai (1809—84), the fourth Chauhan Raja of Sambalpur, 
being deprived of his legitimate claim to the throne rose to rebellion against i 
British backed by his uncle and other tribal leaders. In 1840 he was arrested ani 
remanded to Hazaribag Jail to serve imprisonment for long 17 years. During the 
Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, Surendra Sai fled away from Hazaribag and reached 
Sambalpur to wage a battle against the colonial rule. The cause of his right to the 
throne now ached him a little, but a larger cause of freedom from the alien rule 
weighed heavily on the bold patriot. But the hostile attitude of the British again 
Propelled him to start a guerilla warfare with the help of a team of trusted friends. 
Consequently the British took a firm resolution to wipe out Surendra from the 


political map of Orissa. Large forces commanded at different times carried on 


numerous raids on the reinforcements of Surendra Sai. Despite all the vicissitudes, Surendra Sai remained poised 
and exhibited unprecedented firmess. In April 1861, the Brit 


itish Government resorted to the policy of reconciliation 
during the tenure of Major Impey who persuaded Surendr: 
Cumberlege who succeeded Maj. Impey, arrested Veer Surendra and atter the trial, he was detained at Nagpur till 
April 1866 and later removed to Asirgar 


i bruary 28, 1884 at the age of 
seventy-five. Thus, ended the unique rebellious {i 


-58 that aimed at achieving 


urendra Sai's rebellion 


Ntinuous stress. He had truly actualised the 
S. 


A homage ts the Oriya Nationalist TO eR ee, 


BUXI JAGABANDHU 


Buxi Jagabandhu, the proud son of Orissa, a name still sounds 


legendary, fought against the British rule with tremendous political will and 
Conviction. Born at Rorang, 


he inherited the office of Buxi, the military 
commander of the Raja of Khurda. The British introduced a series of rules 
and regulations that resulted in the rise of tax, oppression of the Amalas 
and the police, administrative and judiciary corruption. Jagabandhu who 
Was keenly observing the wretched State of affairs was ultimately 
victimised by the British administration while he lost the Estate of Rorang. 
lo champion the cause of the Oriyas on almost 


sage! he imperial rule. The rebellion under strict 
disciplinary guidance of Jagab i 


i first started in March, 1817 in Khurda town which subsequently spread to the 
a 
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STATE AID FOR VETERINARY VARSITY 


Minister of State for Fisheries and Animal 
Resources Development Shri Prakash Chandra 
Debata said the Government were contemplating to set 
Up a Veterinary University and bifurcate the Fisheries 
and Animal Resources Development for smooth 
Management of the department. Departmental 
Secretary, Shri Himanshu Shekhar Sarkar called for 
Setting up an ideal Veterinary Centre and a poultry 
farm in each district. Vice-Chancellor Shri Knageswar 
Pradhan also addressed the 20th General Body 
Meeting of Veterinary Surgeons held at Bhanja Kala 
Mandap on December 24 last. 


RS.1040- CR. WORLD BANK AID 


Rs.1040 Cr. World Bank aid was allocated to Orissa 
for unification of Water Resources projects, according 
to a decision arrived at Washington on December, 19 
last during the meeting of Directors. 
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INCENTIVE FOR MEDAL WINNER COPS 

Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik who addressed 
the open session of the 16th General Meeting of the 
OSAP Havildar and Constable Sepoy Mahasangha at 
Bhubaneswar on December 21 last said the 
President's Medal Winner Police personnel would be 
given (Rs.5000 and Rs.10,000) financial incentive by 
the State. He assured Rs.2 lakh aid for achieving 
excellency in police storts. President of the 
Mahasangha, Shri Padmanav Behera was in the 
Chair. 

NIGHT-HALT IN VILLAGE SUGGESTED 

Hinting at the need for decentralisation of 
administration at the Block level Chief Minister, 
Shri J. B. Patnaik, who addressed the Secretaries of 
different departments at the Conference Hall on 
December 21, called upon the administrative officers 
to stay at night during their tour in rural areas for 
providing opportunity to the general public to apprise 
them of their grievances, 


NETAJI] SUBHAS CHANDRA STATE YOUTH CULTURAL FESTIVAL AND NATIONAL 
YOUTH WEEK 


The State Youth Welfare Board has drawn out an elaborate programme for giving a new inipetus to the 


creative youths of 
Performing Artists wi 


Orissa in a week-long Camp Festival (12 January—18 January) of Young Writers and 
th the help of State Akademis. The Festival was inaugurated by Hon'ble Governor on 


January 12, the birth day of Swami Vivekananda. Creative youths of new artistic vision, excellence and 


dynamism were given away State Awards on January 18, 1996 at Soochana Bhavan in a colourful assemblage 
Presided by Shri Basanta Kumar Biswal, Deputy Chief Minister during the Birth Centenary Year of Netaji 


Subhas Chandra Bose. 
; ‘ ; issi , Manoj Mohapatra (Odissi Vocal), Sucheta 
te Awards—Bidyutlata Mishra (Odissi Dance) E | 
ee r Sahoo (Short Story), Amar Nayak (Painting) and Nasiruddin Ahmed (Graphic). For 
nd Jivan Jagruti Seva Sanstha, Balangir. 


Mishra (Poetry), Mayadha' 
Social Service—Alok Kumar Sahoo, Minaketan Mahakud a 


Orissa Marching AMbcathi...vrssreevern 
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Govt. of India has earmarked a sum of Rs. 300 cr. for Training of Rural Youth for Self Employment. 


During 1995-96 Govt. of India is investing Rs. 7,271°61 cr. to provide electricity to more people in the country. 


Since 1991 over Rs. 1000 cr. have been spent by Govt of India to provide basic necessity under the pro- 
gramme for Rural Development. 


Under the new programme of action on the National Policy of Education (1992) 1-13 lakh teachers (including 
49% women teachers) have been appointed. 


Operation Black Board has been extended from 


Primary Schools to Upper Primary Schools and over 5:22 lakh 
Schools have been benefited. And 1-40 lakh classrooms have been constructed, 
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Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik receiving the sacred relics of 
Shri Aurobindo at Bhubaneswar Airport on 2-1-1996 


Chief Minister Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik inaugurating the Administrative 
Building (Prajna Peetha) of Council of Higher Secondary Education 
¢ at Chandrasekharpur on 2-1-1996, 
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Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Shri P.V. Narsimha ae dedicates the 
Koraput-Rayagada Rail Link to the nation on 30-12-1995, 
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